
We fight for 
an end to land 

and ocean grabbing
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The issues
All over the world, governments 
and private investors have been 
increasingly leasing or buying up tens 
of millions of hectares of farmlands 
and aquatic spaces or exploitation 
rights, to extract resources or to resell 
the land on the financial market, as 
mere commodities. 

This so-called land and ocean 
grabbing robs farming and fishing 
communities of the use, control 
and access to local land and waters, 
which prevents them from producing, 
harvesting and selling food. 
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What are land and 
ocean grabbing?
What is land grabbing?
Land grabbing happens when big 
corporations, powerful local elites or 
unscrupulous governments acquire land 
without the prior, and informed consent of 
local communities.

Land grabbing pushes many people into 
poverty and worsens the phenomenon 
of rural exodus due to the lack of 
opportunities for farmers in rural areas.

What is ocean grabbing?
Ocean grabbing happens when powerful 
economic actors take over local fisheries 
access rights, thus acquiring the power 
over fisheries resources, how they are 
conserved and managed, where they are 
processed, and ultimately who benefits 
from this food. As for land grabbing, 
local communities are neither consulted 
nor informed prior to the deal. Fishers 
lose their traditional right to fish or their 
physical access to their fishing waters and 
coastal land. 

Another form of ocean grabbing takes 
place when fishers experience a sharp 
decrease in catches due to overfishing and 
“plundering” practices operated 
by large-scale industrial fishing. 
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Both jeopardize the livelihood of peasants, 
fishers, and communities revolving around them 
who heavily rely on their local land and fisheries 
for their livelihoods.

What’s more, ocean and land deals are often 
concluded in favor of the production of 
monoculture crops, biofuels, intensive fishing 
activities or the prohibition of access to areas 
where the communities have historically 
fished. This can lead to disastrous long-term 
environmental impacts, such as the destruction 
of rainforests, aquatic and terrestrial habitats, 
biodiversity, and ecosystems. 

As a result, such terrible practices erode 
confidence in governance, create conflict within 
communities, foster migration, fuel violence and 
corruption, while destroying local economies, 
culture, identity and knowledge.
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Why is this political?
In many countries (especially in 
the Global South), unfair laws and 
policies are designed in favor of big 
corporations’ interests instead of 
prioritizing local communities that 
live and depend on the land and 
ocean resources to ensure their 
daily subsistence and livelihood.  
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Why is this political?
Land and ocean grabbing can both 
take place legally and illegally, but in 
many cases, they occur within the 
limits of the laws that tolerate and 
often facilitate such practices.  
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Why is this political?
Many governments have been known to 
concede long-term leases to powerful 
economic actors for commercial 
purposes, diverting marine areas, 
agricultural lands and forests away, at 
the expense of farmers and fishers even 
though they are responsible for a large 
part of national food production and 
sovereignty.

Around the world, 33 million ha of 
agricultural land have been transferred 
into the hands of foreign investors since 
the year 2000. That is comparable to 
the size of Italy or the Philippines. 
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How is Slow Food 
advocating against 
land and ocean 
grabbing?
As a member of the International 
Land Coalition Slow Food has joined 
the “Land Rights Now’’ campaign to 
mobilize and engage active citizens, 
media, communities and organizations 
worldwide to prevent land grabbing 
and protect land rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, pastoralists, and other local 
communities. 
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How is Slow Food 
advocating against 
land and ocean 
grabbing?
Several Slow Food activists also 
support local communities, raise 
awareness about their rights 
to access and use local natural 
resources, and inform them on how 
to stand against potential and actual 
land grabbing initiatives.
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How is Slow Food 
advocating against 
land and ocean 
grabbing?
Land and ocean resources should be 
kept in the hands of local communities. 
Slow Food supports local farmers, 
fishers, and pastoralists, while promoting 
community-oriented food and farming 
systems hinged on local people’s control 
over land, water and biodiversity.
To find out more information about land 
grabbing, access the ILC toolkit “Effective 
Actions against Land Grabbing” as well as 
the Slow Food booklet “Let’s expose 
land grabbing”.
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https://d3o3cb4w253x5q.cloudfront.net/media/documents/toolkit_9_landgrabbing_en.pdf
https://d3o3cb4w253x5q.cloudfront.net/media/documents/toolkit_9_landgrabbing_en.pdf
https://www.fondazioneslowfood.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ING_fumetto_landgrabbing_b.pdf
https://www.fondazioneslowfood.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/ING_fumetto_landgrabbing_b.pdf


Slow Food Uganda: 
Our Future is in Danger: 

Stop Land Grabbing

HOME



The issue
In Uganda land grabbing drives 
the destruction of native forests 
and local biodiversity, pushes 
people out of their homes and off 
their lands, while encouraging the 
large-scale use of pesticides and 
chemical fertilizers.
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What did
Slow Food do? 
Slow Food carried out the campaign 
“Our Future is in Danger: Stop Land 
Grabbing” from 2018 to 2020. It 
involved radio programs, events, and 
demonstrations, and the collection of 
evidence from affected communities 
to inform policy makers and 
government institutions in charge of 
land rights and management.
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What did
Slow Food do? 
Slow Food Uganda worked with local 
partners to strengthen the capacity 
of communities to identify and stand 
against potential and actual land 
grabbing initiatives that threatened 
their rights. To this date, the network is 
still mobilized to influence the existing 
land policies to ensure that they are 
fair for all.
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What we achieved
As a result, threatened communities 
have grown capable of understanding 
land policies as well as engaging 
effectively in land related debates. 
Agroecological practices are better 
understood by local and national 
authorities that have to respect 
them thus reducing threats of land 
speculation tendencies.
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Slow Fish Canada: Bringing 
the Coastal Resources Back 

into the Hands 
of the Local Community
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The issue
In British Columbia, Canada, 
sustainable fishing communities 
face complex threats: since 
the early 1990’s investors and 
corporations have been given 
priority access over harvesters. 
This situation has led to an 
erosion of social, cultural, and 
economic benefits derived by 
working fish harvesters and coastal 
communities.
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What did
Slow Food do?
In 2019, Slow Fish Canada joined 
a campaign asking for changes 
in fishing licensing and quota to 
benefit independent fish harvesters 
instead of industrial fishing 
companies. They fought for local 
fishers to be allowed to make a fair 
income from fishing, and for young 
harvesters to be able to have a 
future. 
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What did
Slow Food do? 
Slow Fish was the initial point of 
contact with fish harvesters who 
sensed a change in political will and 
an opportunity to actuate change. Its 
members participated in all aspects 
of the campaign including website, 
events in the provincial and national 
capitals, letter writing, ministerial 
meetings and social media.

HOME



What we achieved
Thanks to the campaign, a 
Parliamentary Standing committee 
published a paper in which they 
almost fully endorse Slow Food’s 
position. In addition to it, the 
Department of Fisheries is looking 
at ways to protect ownership of 
access for local harvesters.
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Slow Food Kapuas Hulu: 
Supporting Indigenous 

People against Land Grabbing 
in Indonesia 
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The issue
The National Indonesian 
organization of Indigenous Peoples 
estimates that between 50 and 70 
million indigenous people live in 
Indonesia. However, many of them 
are struggling with getting access to 
their lands and the right to cultivate 
them. At the same time,  land 
grabbing  has caused catastrophic 
damages to the territories and 
to the natural resources that 
indigenous communities defend 
and depend on.
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What did 
Slow Food do?
From 2011 the local Slow Food 
network has played a crucial role in 
protecting natural resources and 
sustainable food sources in the 
Kapuas Hulu District in Indonesia, by 
supporting indigenous communities 
obtaining management rights in 
6 villages and 11.725 ha of forests. 
This reduced conflicts between 
communities and the State.
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What did 
Slow Food do?
Moreover, Slow Food has been 
consolidating networks among 
related parties that exchange and 
collaborate on good, clean and fair 
food knowledge. Slow Food also 
helped raise awareness and foster 
dialogue among the communities 
and stakeholders.
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What we achieved
As a result, indigenous communities 
were legally allowed to own their 
land. They were also supported by 
local governments in strengthening 
community food security and 
rights to land. This was achieved 
by collaborating with the Provincial 
Forestry and Environment Service, 
as well as the Forest Management 
Unit on site.

Read more here
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https://www.slowfood.com/indigenous-terra-madre-2019-interview-with-indonesian-delegate-imanul-huda1/


Blocking the Eviction 
of Ogiek People from their Land
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The issue
In July 2020 the Kenyan authorities 
started evicting people of the Ogiek 
community from the Mau Forest. 
Destroying their houses, leaving 
them without shelter, vulnerable to 
Covid-19, and unable to access their 
ancestral lands, their source of food 
and livelihood.
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The issue
The Kenyan Government purports 
that the evictions are intended to 
remove Ogiek indigenous people 
who are considered to be living 
outside the territory that has been 
allocated to them: a territory which 
had neither been clarified nor 
communicated by the government. 
Evicted Ogiek families have been 
rendered homeless with no shelter 
in the midst of the rain season and 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
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What did
Slow Food do?
As a response, Slow Food mobilized 
civil society on an international 
level in order to stop the evictions 
and put public pressure on the 
government’s actions. All this while 
focusing on the contradictions in 
the process and the rights of the 
Ogiek community as supported by 
the African Court of Human and 
Peoples Rights.
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What we achieved
As a result, the evictions were put 
to a halt and the case was brought 
back to court. Now, the African 
Court of Human and Peoples Rights 
in Arusha, Tanzania, has dismissed 
all state objections of the Kenyan 
government regarding the Mau 
Forest. The Court has ordered Kenya 
to grant a collective title to the 
Ogiek ancestral land.
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www.slowfood.com

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor 
CINEA can be held responsible for them.

TAKE THE QUIZ ! 
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CHECK THE TERRA MADRE 
REGENERACTION TOOLKIT

SIGN UP TO ONE OF SLOW FOOD’S
 NEWSLETTERS

https://regeneractiontoolkit.slowfood.com/
https://www.slowfood.com/newsletters/

