
We advocate 
for a pesticide-and-

GMO-free future

HOME



The issues
Over the decades, our food 
systems have become increasingly 
dependent	on	Genetically	Modified	
Organisms (GMOs) and chemicals 
such as pesticides. In addition to 
being toxic to pests, and to other 
living plants, animals and humans, 
the heavy use of pesticides is a 
leading cause of the disappearance 
of bees and other pollinators which 
are essential to produce over 75% 
of our food crops. 
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The issues
Around the world, farmers are 
pushed to use GMO seeds sold by 
the same multinationals producing 
pesticides. Old and new GMO 
techniques (such as CRISPR/Cas) 
are	unreliable	from	a	scientific	point	
of	view,	inefficient	in	economic	
terms and environmentally 
unsustainable. On top of that, they 
threaten biodiversity, traditional 
food cultures and the livelihoods of 
small-scale farmers.
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What are GMOs 
& new GMOs
What are GMOs?

GMOs	(Genetically	Modified	Organisms)	
are living beings (plants, animals, and 
microorganisms) that have had their genetic 
material (DNA) changed in a way that doesn’t 
occur naturally.

GMO techniques mainly involve introducing 
genes from one species into an unrelated 
species (transgenesis) to attempt to give it 
certain traits such as resistance to the cold or 
diseases, herbicide tolerance, increased yield, 
etc.

The most widespread GMO in the world is 
Roundup®-resistant soya, followed by insect-
resistant “Bt” corn.

What are new GMOs?

New GM techniques are not technically different 
from the “old” ones, since they also involve 
altering the genetic material of plants, animals, 
and microorganisms in laboratories.

What is new is that they are used to directly 
modify an organism’s DNA with “genetic 
scissors”. These scissors make it possible to cut 
out genes, alter gene functions or even insert 
additional genes.

Such techniques are not as precise as claimed 
by the biotechnology industry and may give rise 
to unintended and irreversible mutations (DNA 
damage) which could jeopardize our health and 

the environment.
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Why is this political
Marriages between giant 
agricultural companies have led 
to an unprecedented corporate 
consolidation and huge decision-
making power in the hands 
of corporations. The 4 largest 
corporations control 67% of the 
seed market and 70% of the 
pesticide market and are lobbying 
hard to keep highly toxic pesticides 
authorized for sale.
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Why is this political
Meanwhile, they pressure 
governments to weaken the legislation 
around GMOs to make it easier to 
develop and sneak potentially harmful 
GMOs into our food unlabelled.

This system is deeply unfair and 
unethical as thousands of tonnes of 
pesticides banned because deemed 
too toxic in Europe are shipped to 
poorer countries from European 
factories and handled by farmers 
from the Global South who face the 
greatest health risks.  
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How is Slow Food 
advocating against 
this issue 
Around the world, Slow Food is 
advocating for food and agricultural 
policies that support chemical-
free agroecological food systems. 
Through the work of our grassroots 
movement, we show that another 
system is possible, and collectively 
call on people in power to give food 
producers support to adopt nature-
friendly agricultural practices that 
do not rely on the use of synthetic 
pesticides nor GMOs.
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Slow Food Korea’s Fight 
to Keep New GMOs

 Labeled 
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The issue
In May 2021, the Korean government 
presented a bill to deregulate new 
Genetically	Modified	Organisms	
(GMOs) and enable CRISPR 
technology or “genetic scissors” 
which is used to modify foods. They 
claimed that the development of 
the biotech industry is necessary to 
ease national food safety. 
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The issue
This proposal to weaken existing 
GMO regulations presented a 
real threat to the ecosystems of 
a small territory like Korea, which 
already imports millions of tons 
of GMOs every year. In addition, it 
threatened the livelihoods of small-
scale farmers, and traditional food 
production. 
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What did
Slow Food do? 
Throughout the summer of 2021, 
Slow Food Korea joined the Hansalim 
cooperative and the National 
Action Against GMOs campaign in 
protests and press conferences, 
to bring the voice of citizens which 
the government was deliberately 
excluding. On July 5th, more than 
800 people joined the march to show 
their opposition to the authorization 
of GMOs, and to further research and 
development in this biotechnology.
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What we achieved
Slow Food Korea contributed to 
blocking the deregulation bill that 
would have allowed new GMO 
technology in South Korea!

Today, through the “10,000 
Citizens” Declaration, the alliance 
of organizations is calling for the 
immediate removal of GMO food 
from school lunches, and for the 
implementation of a strict GMO 
labeling system.
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Nigerian Slow Food Groups 
Using Beekeeping 

as a Tool for Advocacy
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The issue
The protection of bees is crucial 
because, like other pollinators, their 
presence is declining in many parts 
of the world largely due to intensive 
farming practices, mono-cropping, 
excessive use of chemicals and 
higher temperatures associated 
with climate change, that affect 
crop yields and therefore food 
security of a balanced diet for 
sustainable livelihoods. 
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The issue
In Nigeria, the major problem is 
that there are no easily accessible 
organizations or guiding principles 
that people can relate to, to 
support their efforts on the ground. 
Conventional food production 
and processing outweigh the 
distribution of the Slow Food 
principles and practices.
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What did
Slow Food do? 
With their ongoing community-based 
campaign, the Slow Food Advocates 
network of Nigeria aims at raising 
awareness about good, clean and 
fair food and production systems 
through events and on social media 
platforms. In particular, they received 
sponsorship and training from Bees 
Abroad UK, leading the Abotokio 
Agro Village Farmers Association to 
become a Slow Food Beekeeping 
Community and promote beekeeping 
as a tool to generate sustainable 
income. 
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What did
Slow Food do? 
They spread the Slow Food 
philosophy and lead amazing 
projects concerning beekeeping, 
Gardens in Africa, Slow Fish, Slow 
Cheese, Indigenous Peoples, in 
schools, and farmers’ and women’s 
groups. They are very supported 
by local authorities, policy makers, 
cultural leaders, school principals 
and the Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Department of the Local 
Government Area.
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What we achieved 
Their work contributed to the 
inclusion of the Slow Food principles 
in school curricula.

Beekeeping Curriculum Enrichment 
Scheme is fully supported by 
schools’ managements and the 
Agricultural Science Teachers 
Association of Nigeria Yewa Bloc, 
as a great chance for the students 
to learn sustainable beekeeping 
practices, which could eventually 
lead to future income generation 
and employment opportunities.
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What we achieved 
After the success of World Bee Day 
2022, the Kabiyesi (traditional ruler) 
was enthusiastic of their action and 
became Royal Patron to the Abotokio 
Slow Food Beekeeping Community. 
Currently, they are working with 
the Local Economic Development 
Committee to incorporate Slow Food 
ideologies to the economic well-being 
of the Yewa North Local Government 
Area of Ogun State.
What’s more, the campaign led to the 
registration of eight new Slow Food 
Beekeeping Communities 
since 2019.
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Campaigning Against 
the Deregulation 

of New GMOs in Australia 
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The issue
In 2019, the Australian government 
proposed an amendment 
requesting exemptions of a whole 
new	class	of	Gene	Modification	
(GM) techniques such as CRISPR 
from the Gene Technology Act 
2000. With this amendment, 
food products created with these 
techniques would go unregulated, 
unlabeled, untraceable, posing a real 
threat to local food systems. 
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What did 
Slow Food do?
Slow Food Australia campaigned 
against the amendment by 
organizing a public meeting, 
making political recommendations, 
and wrote to every member of 
parliament personally, asking them 
to reject the Gene Technology 
amendment, highlighting this 
would put Australian families at 
risk of eating untested, unlabelled 
genetically	modified	foods	including	
animals.
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What we achieved
Whilst the amendment to 
deregulate certain new GMOs did 
unfortunately pass, Slow Food’s 
campaign led to awareness raising 
through social media channels, 
and was an opportunity for the 
network to build and strengthen 
relationships with local authorities, 
associations and communities of 
consumers, farmers, winemakers, 
young adults and indigenous 
people, and be ready for the next 
fight!
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1 million European 
Signatures to Save Bees 

and Farmers 
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The issue
European agricultural policies 
continue to subsidize industrial food 
systems which depend on the use 
of toxic agrochemicals and pose a 
serious threat to the ecosystem’s 
biodiversity, especially pollinators. 
This system is also dangerous for 
farmers’ livelihoods and health and 
jeopardizes our food sovereignty 
as 71 out of some 100 crop species 
that provide 90% of food worldwide 
are bee-pollinated.
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The issue
The European Commission 
acknowledged that its own strategy 
to reduce the use of pesticides 
across the EU had failed, and 
announced its plan to revise the 
policy. This was a clear opportunity 
for civil society organizations 
to demand binding targets and 
measures.  
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What did
Slow Food do?
Slow Food joined an alliance of over 
200 European civil society groups, 
grassroots movements, beekeeping 
associations, and scientists in a 
2-year long European Citizens’ 
Initiative (ECI) to put pressure 
on the European Commission to 
propose an ambitious reform of 
pesticides policies and to put 
an end to the dependence on 
synthetic pesticides.
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What did
Slow Food do?
The goal of the initiative was to 
collect 1 million signatures by 
September 2021 to obtain:

1) a binding target to reduce the use 
and risk of synthetic pesticides by 
80% in EU by 2030 and their phase 
out by 2035

2) measures to restore biodiversity

3)	technical	and	financial	support	to	
farmers to transition to agroecology.

HOME



What we achieved
Together, the alliance managed 
to collect over 1 million signatures 
necessary for the ECI. 

The campaign helped put pressure 
on the European Commission for 
ambitious reform, which has since 
proposed	a	first	EU	binding	target	
to reduce the use of pesticides by 
50% by 2030. 
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 Slow Food Uruguay’s 
Campaign for Transparency 

on GMOs 
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The issue
Montevideo is the Uruguayan 
department through which most 
of the imported food products 
enter the country, including 
Genetically	Modified	wheat	planted	
in neighbouring Argentina and Brazil 
where it has been approved for 
commercialization. 

Because of free-trade agreements 
within the region, Uruguayans were at 
risk of seeing unlabelled GMO wheat 
flour	arrive	on	the	shelves	of	their	
supermarkets.  
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What did
Slow Food do? 
Slow Food Uruguay organized a large 
campaign calling for GM food to be 
clearly labelled. Since 2011, the group 
holds regular seminars on GMO 
labelling involving scientists and food 
producers, to raise awareness about 
the health, environmental and socio-
economic aspects of GMOs.
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What we achieved?
Slow Food Uruguay contributed to 
the drafting of a law proposal, which 
was approved as a departmental 
decree by the Municipality of 
Montevideo in 2013, and since then 
made GMO labelling mandatory 
throughout the Montevideo 
department and the two inland 
departments of Paysandú and 
Lavalleja. This allows consumers to 
choose between GM and GM-free 
food!
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Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however	those	of	the	author(s)	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	
those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor 
CINEA can be held responsible for them.

Take action

TAKE THE QUIZ ! 

www.slowfood.com
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CHECK THE TERRA MADRE 
REGENERACTION TOOLKIT

SIGN UP TO ONE OF SLOW FOOD’S
 NEWSLETTERS

https://donate.slowfood.com/en/
https://www.slowfood.com
https://regeneractiontoolkit.slowfood.com/
https://www.slowfood.com/newsletters/

