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MISSION REPORT 

Dear Councilors, 

what you'll read over the following pages of this report does not fully convey the concept of 

what Slow Food represents around the world. But I would like to highlight that behind the 

description of the countless activities carried out, there are the faces and hands of the network's 

delegates who took over the city of Turin in September, bearing witness to their work, humble 

work, a daily ritual with an extremely high intellectual value, transferred within the network 

with the knowledge that enables them to do it. 

Terra Madre has existed since 2004, and since then much of the embryonic idealism has come 

to fruition, ensuring that many of the concepts expressed at the time on ecological 

sustainability, while they were once considered to be rash views or, worse, the product of 

unnecessary and excessive scaremongering, today have reached a level of awareness that, while 

not truly popular, is certainly more widespread internationally. 

However, the road ahead isn't easy. In particular, today there are two issues that, in my opinion, 

threaten the future of our planet more than anything else. One is climate change, while the 

other is the building of new walls that are increasingly the response to migrants fleeing 

oppression, war and despair. 

We are at a watershed moment in which the production of food to feed a hungry population 

is having an extremely heavy impact on natural ecosystems and on the planet as a whole, 

jeopardizing, for the first time in human history, our capacity to meet these same needs in the 

future. 

We mustn't forget that the Earth can be both a generous mother and, when under pressure 

from reckless use of her resources, a wicked stepmother. It is therefore vital that we question 

how we live in our shared home and what will be left after we've gone. It seems like an 

unrealistic question, but today the survival of the human race can no longer be taken for 

granted. 

Advances in technology and production in the last two decades have undoubtedly freed us 

from a large number of urgent situations, particularly the most pressing ones. Alongside this, 

though, a model of turbocharged capitalism based on massive consumption of external inputs 

has also led to reckless use of resources such as water, fertile soil and energy from non-

renewable sources, plunging the whole system into crisis. Today we face a stark reality: if there 

isn't a paradigm shift, our future is at risk. Climate change is an indisputable fact that is officially 

recognized by the whole international scientific community, the widespread use of fertilizers 

and pesticides is depleting soil, aquifers are being poisoned with heavy metals and becoming 
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hazardous themselves and increasingly scarce, while the Earth's genetic biodiversity is 

becoming perilously diminished. 

This situation has led one of the greatest moral and political authorities of our time, Pope 

Francis, to speak candidly on these issues with an encyclical that is one of the most explosive 

documents of recent times. The Pope didn't mince his words when talking about an economy 

that kills and penalizes local communities, small-scale production and local markets all over 

the world. It's clear, then, that we need a decisive change of tack and with it innovative ways of 

producing, distributing, marketing and consuming food, as well as new ways of living together 

on a planet coming under increasing pressure from dramatic events, such as environmental 

crises, conflict and migration, which force us all to reconsider a different future. 

As for migration, we need to learn to introduce into our daily lives a word that has taken on 

different meanings over the course of history, and that word is "alliance". Without alliance, 

there is no coming together, there is no common purpose, and there is no common vision. 

Our very existence depends on a tightly woven network of links. And the entire world of food 

is based on a system of daily deals between those who produce and those who process the 

Earth's bounty, between those who supply the raw materials and those who put them on the 

table. Agreements aren't always honored, of course: multinationals that buy milk or grain at a 

price that's too low to afford producers a decent living fall short of any reciprocal relationship. 

Food fraud and adulteration betray the relationship of trust between producer and consumer. 

Illegal hiring practices and exploitation of labor turn the free exchange of labor into slavery. 

Today, Terra Madre is the name of the largest alliance between farmers, fishermen, chefs, 

indigenous communities and consumers in every corner of the world. An alliance between 

people, then. But an alliance also between people and the environment around them. 

We have just one planet to live on and we all share a common destiny, so the answer has to 

be a common one. We can only face up to one another and join forces, as our future and that 

of our children is now at stake, in our homes and in our towns and cities. We cannot and we 

do not want to consume the Earth. 
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1. INSTITUTIONAL AIMS 

Slow Food is an international association founded in 1989 that pursues cultural, environmental 

and social objectives around the central role that food plays in our lives, facilitating and 

promoting the creation of a network of local food communities in both the global north and 

south.  

These communities share the association’s principles and cultivate common interests, starting 

with food production and consumption systems and promoting ways of life that respect all 

people and the social, cultural, and environmental contexts in which they live and work. 

Slow Food promotes the right to food that is good, clean, and fair for everyone: good because 

it is healthy as well as having enjoyable sensory qualities; clean because it is mindful of the 

environment and animal welfare; fair because it is respectful of the work of the people who 

produce, process, and distribute it.  

The international Slow Food movement, of which the association is a fundamental part, is 

present in 160 countries throughout the world with more than 1,500 convivia, local chapters 

coordinated by convivium leaders. These leaders organize educational courses and tastings, 

and promote the association’s international campaigns at a local level, organizing national 

events with the aim of communicating Slow Food’s principles and themes to the widest 

possible public, starting locally-based projects and participating in Slow Food’s major 

international events. The international Slow Food association is represented around the world 

by ten national branches: Slow Food Italy (founded in 1986), Slow Food Germany (1992), 

Slow Food Switzerland (1993), Slow Food USA (2000), Slow Food Japan (2004), Slow Food 

UK (2006), Slow Food Netherlands (2008), Slow Food Brazil (2013), Slow Food South Korea 

(2014) and Slow Food Great China (2015).  

 

 

2. THE VISION   

Slow Food works internationally through local convivia and national branches with the aim of 

promoting its goals as detailed in Article 3 of the International Statute, which can be summed 

up in five points: 

 promoting the right to good, clean, and fair food for everyone; 

 defending the right to food sovereignty for all peoples; 

 safeguarding biodiversity and the traditional food production associated with it; 

 contributing to the development of the Terra Madre network; 

 contributing to the development of the international membership network. 
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The three objectives set at the Sixth Slow Food International Congress in 2012 allowed Slow 

Food to better define its vision of the future: 

 Cataloging 10,000 food products and adding them to the Ark of Taste, so that their 

production is preserved and protected; 

 Creating 10,000 gardens in Africa, not only to combat land grabbing and to help 

Africans protect their land, but also primarily to create a Slow Food network in Africa 

and train new leaders; 

 Establishing 10,000 convivia and food communities in order to support and strengthen 

the first two objectives. 

Given the socioeconomic state of the world over the past few years, Slow Food’s mission – to 

guarantee access to food that is good, fair, and clean – is more topical and urgent than ever 

before. 

 

10,000 Ark of Taste products (protecting Biodiversity) 

It is impossible to talk about access to good, clean, and fair food for everyone if, in the 

meantime, humanity is losing its heritage of plant varieties, native animal breeds and traditional 

food products. It is vital that the issue of biodiversity breaks free from its specialized context 

and becomes communal property, belonging to everyone who buys food, who sells it (at 

restaurants, fairs and events), who teaches in schools, who plans local policies or who grows 

food at home.  

Work on biodiversity is necessary on every continent, in the global north and south, and it is 

particularly pressing in some areas where the erosion of food biodiversity is particularly severe.  

The Ark of Taste was founded to preserve this wealth. It is a catalog in which Slow Food 

collects plant varieties, animal breeds and food products (breads, cheeses, cured meats, etc.) 

that belong to the culture, history and traditions of communities throughout the world, before 

they disappear.  

 

10,000 gardens in Africa (constructing a Slow Food network in Africa) 

It is impossible to talk about access to food that is good, clean, and fair for everyone without 

working on the continent where the paradoxical limits of the current food system are most 

evident. Despite aiming at increasing food production, this system has been unable to resolve 

the problem of hunger. Rather, it has compounded social inequality (uprooting many 

communities from their lands and fueling rampant urbanization), polluted and decimated 

natural water sources and parched once-fertile lands. 
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The objective of creating 10,000 gardens in Africa is linked to the aim of increasingly focusing 

attention on the global south, and Africa in particular, which today represents an essential 

paradigm of the serious problems and contradictions of the current global food system, while 

at the same time pointing the way towards possible solutions. Slow Food’s strategy (relating to 

small-scale and family farming, biodiversity protection and the promotion of local 

consumption) is geared towards achieving food sovereignty and thus ensuring the survival of 

local communities and cultures.  

Following various activities on the ground and, in particular, thanks to the 10,000 Gardens in 

Africa project, Slow Food is consolidating a network of thousands of farmers, herders, fishers, 

chefs, students, teachers and experts throughout the African continent. Africa also carries 

significant weight within Slow Food’s policy-making bodies (the Executive Committee, the 

Board of Directors of the Slow Food Foundation and the International Council) and can 

therefore make a vital contribution to directing the association’s future strategies. Slow Food 

will create new gardens and organize support and training initiatives for the network of existing 

gardens, while accompanying the project with mapping of the genetic and cultural heritage of 

African food products (which will percolate through to the Ark of Taste, Presidia, and Earth 

Market projects).  

 

10,000 food communities and convivia (strengthening the network) 

We cannot talk about access to food that is good, clean, and fair for everyone without 

mobilizing the efforts of the association and the entire Terra Madre network at every rung, 

from international bodies to the national, regional, and local levels; from the most historic and 

established convivia and food communities to the newest; from the oldest members to the 

youngest; from producers and chefs to experts, intellectuals and food enthusiasts. 

This final objective is linked to the knowledge that the first two (and their related projects) can 

only be achieved with a strong and widespread presence in local areas and depend on the 

capacity to network together the various nodes (local, regional, national and international), 

creating common fronts and synergies.  

The Slow Food association plays a critical role, thanks to the dynamic nature of its network of 

over 100,000 members around the world, able to reach millions of people, from producers to 

institutions, students and supporters, as well as the media coverage that Slow Food enjoys 

internationally and, more generally, the new awareness that has come about thanks to the 

association’s activities (events, campaigns, publications, etc.). The network’s effectiveness lies 

in being able to quickly generate contacts, relationships, opportunities and visibility. It also 
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contributes to ensuring sustainability for our projects in the future. 

The growth and strengthening of the membership network and the Terra Madre communities 

are the basis and the essential condition for carrying out any other projects. The challenge over 

the next few years will be to strengthen ties with existing food communities and convivia and, 

in some cases, to create new ones. 

 

Any national branch (or regional branch or of any other recognized body) autonomously 

coordinates and manages a series of activities on its own territory (activities that, of course, 

must be in line with Slow Food's policy strategy).  

The expected results and the planning of the necessary activities (and of the related 

expenditure items) to achieve the strategic objectives identified above are the result of 

cooperation between Slow Food, the Slow Food Foundation and the Terra Madre 

Foundation, through the work carried out by their own operating units (press office, 

communications, research and projects office, fund-raising office, membership office, Africa 

office, Latin America office, Asia-Oceania office, Balkans-Middle East office, Eastern Europe 

office, Western Europe office, North America office). 

 

 

3. STRUCTURE AND GOVERNING AND MANAGEMENT PROCESSES 

Organization 

President  
Carlo Petrini  
 
Vice-Presidents 
Alice Waters  
Edward Mukiibi  
  
General Secretary 
Paolo Di Croce  

 
Executive Committee 
Carlo Petrini - Italy 
Edward Mukiibi - Uganda 
Ursula Hudson - Germany 
Paolo Di Croce - Italy 
Roberto Burdese - Italy 
Joris Lohman - Netherlands 
Richard McCarthy - USA

Council 
AFRICA 
East Africa 
(Burundi, the Comoros, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya, 
Mauritius, Rwanda, the Seychelles, 
Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda) 
John Kariuki Mwangi 

 
West Africa 
(Cape Verde, Senegal, Guinea 
Bissau, Sierra Leone, Mali, Côte 
d'Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Benin, 
Gambia, Ghana, Niger, Nigeria, 
Chad, Cameroon, Gabon, Dem. 
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Rep. of Congo) 
TBA 
 
Kenya 
Samuel Karanja Muhunyu 
 
North Africa 
(Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania, 

Algeria) 
Lhoussaine El Rhaffari 
Egypt, Libya and Middle East  
(Egypt, Libya, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, United 
Arab Emirates, Iraq) 
Sara El Sayed

 
AMERICAS 
Canada 
Sinclair Philip 
 
United States 
Charity Kenyon, Kathryn Lynch 
Underwood, Joel Smith, Matt 
Jones 
 
Brazil 
Georges Schnyder 
 
Andean Region 
TBA 
 
 
 

 
Caribbean  
(Cuba, Puerto Rico, Dominican 
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Barbados, Jamaica, Venezuela, 
Haiti) 
Madelaine Vázquez Gálvez 
 
Southern Cone  
(Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, 
Uruguay) 
María Irene Cardoso 
 
Mexico and Central America  
(Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
Panama, Belize) 
Alfonso Rocha Robles

ASIA AND OCEANIA 
Australia 
Amorelle Dempster 
 
South Korea 
Byungsoo Kim 
 
Far East 
(Indonesia and the Philippines) 
Helianti Hilman Najib 

Japan 
Remi Ie 
 
Indian Subcontinent 
(India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Laos, Indigenous 
Peoples) 
Phrang Roy

EUROPE 
Austria 
Philipp Braun 
 
Balkans 
(Albania, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, 
Romania, Serbia)  

Dessislava Dimitrova 
 
Central-Eastern Europe 
(Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Hungary) 
Jacek Szklarek 
 
Western Europe, Central Asia and 
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the Caucasus 
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan) 
Nataliya Gordetska 
 
France 
Mélanie Fauconnier 
Germany 
Klaus Flesch, Phoebe Ploedt, 
Rupert Ebner  
Italy 
Franco Archidiacono, Massimo 
Bernacchini, Daniele Buttignol, 
Ludovico Roccatello, Daniela 
Rubino 
 
The Netherlands 

Nelleke Don, Welmoet Van Der 
Feltz 
 
Nordic Countries 
(Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Denmark, Iceland) 
Katrine Klinken 
 
United Kingdom 
John Cooke 
 
Spain 
Alberto López de Ipiña 
 
Switzerland 
Michèle Andermatt, Josef Zisyadis, 
Aymeric Jung 
 
Turkey 
Defne Kortun 

 
 
Slow Food Foundation for 
Biodiversity 
Serena Milano, Secretary 

 
 
University of Gastronomic 
Sciences 
Piercarlo Grimaldi, Dean

 
 
Board of Auditors 
Walter Vilardi – President 
Davide Barberis 

Vladimiro Rambaldi 
Paola Vola

Board of Trustees 
Antonello Del Vecchio - 
Chairman 
Peter De Garmo 

Barbara Hassauer 
Margarita Nogueira 
Rafael Pérez 

 
 

 
 

Auditing Firm 
Deloitte & Touche S.p.A. 
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4. HUMAN RESOURCES 

 

 

 
5. INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

The strategic objectives described in § 2 are declined locally by the network that, with the 

help of the international structure, develop projects, educational activities, organizes events, 

etc. 

KPIs are also constantly monitored in order to support operations even with the help of a 

quantitative data base. Below are shows the aggregation of global data that, in the continuation 

of the report, will also be explained by geographic area. 

KPI 2016 - 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 1,663 1,558 
Members 100,412 100,382 
Ark Products 3,939 2,786 
Presidia 514 471 
Earth Markets 64 55 
Gardens 3,668 3,197 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) 311 284 
Food communities 2,655 2,371 
Network chefs 3,634 3,236 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 94 92 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Managers Trainers Employees Total Managers Trainers Employees
Totae Employees 33 2 31 Average age (years) 37 49 36
Men 7 1 6 Youngest employee 27 48 27

Women 26 1 25 Oldest employee 58 50 58
Average years at Slow Food 5 7 5 Average annual cost (€) 32.155
Residents of Bra 10 1 9 Highest cost (€) 92.343
Residents of Cuneo province 
(apart from Bra) 12 1 11 Entry level cost (€) 29.800
Resident outside the province 11 11 University degree 30 1 29
Permanent contract 25 2 23 High-school diploma 3 1 2
Temporary contract 7 7 Middle-school diploma 0
Apprentices 0
Disabled 1 1 Further information
On maternity leave 5 5 Project contracts 2
Part-time 3 3 Occasional collaborations 34

HUMAN RESOURCES SLOW FOOD 
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5.1 Geographic areas and projects 

AFRICA 

North Africa 

Development of the network in the region was positive. In 2016, work was done particularly 

in:  

- Tunisia: where there was no real network in place. The work done in recent years has helped 

to create new convivia and to consolidate the creation of a collective dynamic, also with the 

support of local institutions. A major stimulus was the launch of the old wheat Presidium 

project to catalog Tunisian durum wheat at risk of extinction. 

- Egypt: the Cairo network is highly creative and after years of inactivity, new local groups are 

appearing in the rest of the country (Sinai, Siwa, Mersa Matruh, etc.). Among the important 

events that defined the last year are renewed interest in Slow Food's strategic projects (Presidia, 

Gardens, Alliance, etc.) and, at the same time, the development of local partnerships to 

support the creation of Presidia and food communities.   

- Morocco: a great deal of work was done on Oases and in the mountainous region of Rif, with 

the aim of creating a group of Presidia, launching the Chefs' Alliance and establishing eco-

tourism routes. In addition, a network relating to the honey and oil sectors has started to be 

established.  

 

West Africa 

The network has developed particularly in Benin, Burkina Faso, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Togo, Ghana and Nigeria.  

- The strategy for the French-speaking region is characterized by the key role of projects 

linked to the development of convivia, gardens, Presidia and educational activities. In 

Burkina Faso, the support of the Fondazioni4Africa Burkina Faso project and the Region of 

Piedmont has made it possible to start mapping work and to start up two Presidia (red rice 

and Arbollé yam), which has strengthened the network. The same goes for the project carried 

out with Mani Tese in Benin, which focuses on gardens and flour and manioc food 

communities. 

- The English-speaking network has been developing, especially through the gardens project. 

GMOs and food decolonization (addressed by means of awareness-raising campaigns in 

schools and with chefs) are also important issues. Ghana has the largest and most widespread 

network, thanks to invaluable collaboration with NGOs and local organizations (ECASARD, 

CIKOD, ViTA, DAA, FONG to mention just a few).  
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In Nigeria, has been created a working group with around 15 members, which is about to 

open five new convivia.  

In Sierra Leone there have been successes with the Kola Presidium and the implementation 

of school gardens. During 2016, work was carried out to successfully open four new convivia.  

In this area, a two-day macroregional workshop was held in June 2016, attended by 

representatives from Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Benin and Togo.  

 

East Africa 

The network has developed particularly in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda and 

Madagascar. 

- Uganda and Kenya are the most structured countries in the English-speaking network and 

both have had a National Slow Food Association for more than two years. In Kenya a national 

office, primarily supported by the local network, was created; in Uganda the work of the 

network and the project carried out with Intesa Sanpaolo allows for staff, along with numerous 

volunteers and advisers. Thanks to the Uganda project, the first Food Academy in Africa, the 

Earth Market of Mukono-Wakiso and three Presidia were launched. 

- the network in Tanzania was relaunched and has the potential to grow and become a hub of 

activity in the area; the new national contact was appointed and a working group of around 20 

people (leaders and volunteers) was formed. In 2016, the first Presidium (Arusha stingless bee 

honey) was launched. 

- In Ethiopia and Somalia the network is connected with the development of projects (Presidia, 

gardens), while forming associations is more difficult. In Ethiopia, two Presidia (Rira honey 

and Harenna coffee) have been strengthened with the support of Swiss cooperation. 

 

Southern and Portuguese-speaking Africa  

In South Africa the network was strengthened after the first national meeting in January 2016, 

as well as through implementation of the Ark of Taste, gardens and education projects.  

In Malawi and Mozambique the network developed through gardens. In Cape Verde there 

was development through the raw milk goat's cheese Presidium and in Sao Tomé through the 

Robusta coffee Presidium.  

 

At a continental level, the main issues that the African network intends to work on and 

mobilize itself around in the near future are: access to traditional seeds, the battle against 

GMOs (particularly in Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Uganda), climate change (issue linked to 
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desertification and dry areas), the Slow Meat campaign (especially in South Africa and, with 

regard to animal welfare, Uganda and Kenya), the Slow Cheese campaign (issue linked to 

pastoralism and land-grabbing), the Slow Fish campaign (also relating to fish in the great lakes), 

and migration, with a particular focus on the relationship between migrants and communities 

of origin. 

 

National and international events  

The African continent was well represented at the latest edition of Terra Madre Salone del 

Gusto, with 384 delegates from 37 countries in attendance. Africa was present, with around 

20 stands and a Terra Madre Kitchen. In addition, a Taste Workshop on African issues (and 

more specifically on Ugandan banana varieties) and four Presidia coffee tastings were 

arranged. 

At national level, in addition to training sessions on gardens (over 30, which involved around 

2,300 people), three events dedicated to the Slow Meat campaign were organized in South 

Africa (in Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban), and an Eat-in in South Africa (in Soweto). 

In 2017 the old wheat and charfia festival is planned (in Tunisia), along with the Slow Food 

dates festival (in Egypt), Terra Madre Burkina Faso, the Coffee Festival (in Uganda), a Slow 

Meat event (in Durban, South Africa) and an event dedicated to the Cape Verde goats 

Presidium (on the island of Sal).  

 

Africa 2016 - 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 280 211 
Members 1,985 2,100 
Ark Products 418 249 
Presidia 41 36 
Earth Markets 3 4 
Gardens 2,610 2,092 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) 72 33 
Food communities 335 450 
Network chefs 49 78 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 10 10 
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AMERICA 

NORTH AMERICA 

This area is made up of Canada and the United States. 

Canada 

One of the aims of the work plan, which is centered on the creation of thematic groups and 

strengthening communication between the international office and the board, is to grow the 

membership base in Canada. 

 

United States 

In the United States the number of members remains fairly stable. Several new contacts were 

developed through the relationships forged while organizing the Slow Food Nations event.  

The United States' contribution to the petition in support of the British Stichelton Presidium 

was particularly noteworthy, showing the US network's great interest in issues concerning 

dairy production. 

In the United States, the last two editions of Slow Meat have led to the creation of a working 

group made up of farmers, consumers and butchers, which will continue to make significant 

contributions to the international campaign.  

Another crucial issue is that of Slow Cheese, as the American raw milk cheese Presidium is 

still one of the most important projects, and strong alliances have been forged with other like-

minded associations, such as the Oldways Cheese Coalition and the American Cheese 

Society, around the Presidium. 

The most important sectors in the region are raw milk and sustainable fishing, as 

demonstrated by the important work on raw milk Presidia projects in the USA, and the 

sockeye salmon Presidium in Canada.   

More work will be done on these sectors in 2017. The Presidia project could become a great 

tool to support communication and involvement in the region, and one interesting initiative 

could be training for producers and organizing exchanges with producers from other 

countries. 

 

North America at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto 

Canada 

At the last edition of Terra Madre Salone del Gusto, Canada was represented by 36 

delegates, 23 observers and one Slow Food Canada stand in the international market. One 
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chef cooked in the Terra Madre Kitchen and another participated in the Chefs’ Alliance 

Kitchen. A Taste Workshop was organized with Canadian cheese and drinks. The small 

indigenous delegation, consisting of around a dozen delegates, participated in meetings in 

the indigenous area. 

 

United States 

There were 178 American delegates and 213 observers, and two stands in the market: Slow 

Food USA and Slow Food Turtle Island, while two chefs (one from California and the other 

indigenous) cooked in the Terra Madre Kitchen. Three Taste Workshops were organized 

(one on wine and two on beer). Within the US delegation, there was an indigenous Slow 

Food Turtle Island delegation, which actively participated in drawing up the program for the 

indigenous area. The Forums on Slow Meat and gardens saw the participation of Slow Food 

USA as speakers and collaborators on the issue.  

 

LATIN AMERICA 

The priority countries in this region are Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, the Caribbean, Chile, 

Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.  

 

Argentina 

In 2016 the network was strengthened again: new convivia, food communities and Presidia 

were formed; the Chefs' Alliance, youth network were developed and the formation of a 

national association was started. In 2017 formation of the national association will be 

completed and work on food communities and Presidia will resume.  

 

Brazil 

The project formed in collaboration with the Special Ministry of Family Farming and 

Agricultural Development (Sead) and the Federal University of Santa Catarinha made it 

possible to select communities, map Ark products and start Presidia. The work of thematic 

groups is continuing (bees, raw-milk cheese, seeds/GMOs, Slow Fish, Slow Beer, education, 

etc.), together with the launch of the Chefs' Alliance. In 2017 a national meeting will be 

organized, the Council will be re-elected and work will be stepped up on the Ark, food 

communities, Presidia and the Alliance.  
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Bolivia 

The Bolivian network has a presence in La Paz with a convivium. Within the country, steps 

were taken to develop activities to promote the black amaranth of the Chuquisaca 

department.  

 

Caribbean 

The local network communicates and works cohesively. Cuba is the most active region, 

followed by the Dominican Republic, which is growing. In 2017 work will begin as part of 

the Slow Fish Caribbean project.  

 

Chile 

The network expanded with new convivia in the outermost regions (north and south). Five 

Earth Markets were founded in four regions of the country. The National Association was 

also formed. In 2017 consideration will be given to organizing Terra Madre Chile and work 

will continue on Earth Markets. Network activity will start for the Slow Food Chefs' Alliance.  

 

Colombia 

Colombia is an emerging country that, through project financing, has strengthened existing 

convivia and encouraged the formation of new ones. Work continued on Presidia and the 

Slow Food Chefs' Alliance.  

 

Costa Rica 

The network of members grew in 2016 and several fishers' organizations will be involved in 

the Slow Fish Caribbean project.  

 

Ecuador 

The network is close-knit and not very widespread in the country, and is engaged in the Ark 

of Taste project. In addition, the Slow Food Chefs' Alliance was launched.  

 

Mexico 

Mexico is one of the most important countries on the continent. It worked on strengthening 

relations with public and private organizations, strengthening national coordination (Comida 

Lenta) and on the creation of Presidia on the Mexican Plateau and in Yucatán. The number 

of convivia, members, communities and Presidia is growing, along with the indigenous 
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presence. In 2017, in addition to work on strengthening the network and on projects, the 

relationship with Slow Food USA will be developed, including through participation in the 

Slow Food Nations event. 

 

Paraguay 

The membership base is growing, though is not yet large. There is one convivium and work 

is being done on education, gardens and a local market. An Earth Market will be launched 

in 2017.  

 

Peru 

The Peruvian network has been undergoing restructuring for around two years and 

communication is being improved. Mapping of the Ark of Taste was carried out in the three 

Peruvian ecosystems (coastal, highlands and jungle). In the north of the country Slow Food 

is working with groups of fishers and on development of the tarwi Presidium. At national 

level, the network is developing the alliance with the Ministry of Tourism and Foreign Trade 

(Mincetur).  

 

Uruguay 

Member and convivium numbers grew, while there is no work on food communities. The 

network is mainly made up of chefs committed to the fight against GMOs. Every year the 

Slow Camp is organized, with the participation of representatives from several South 

American countries. It is an opportunity for meetings, discussion, training and planning, 

which is very important for the network's work at regional level.  

 

Venezuela 

The complex political situation precludes Venezuela from being a priority country, but the 

network is active and in particular organizes taste education activities and participates in 

producers' fairs.  

 

Most important projects 

Chefs' Alliance  

The project is conducted autonomously, involves many chefs from the network and 

approaches others who are not yet involved. The Alliance is active in Argentina, Brazil, 
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Ecuador and Mexico, with around 45 chefs. It is being launched in Colombia, where the 

regulations have been drafted and the network is contacting chefs to ask them to join.  

 

Ark of Taste and mapping  

In 2016, the Ark was confirmed as a fundamental project. In particular, Latin America was 

confirmed as the region that produced the highest number of product recommendations 

(1,010), in particular concerning countries such as Brazil (315), Peru (181) and Mexico (151).  

In 2017, an overall increase of around 300 products is predicted, along with a further boost 

to projects to increase the visibility of products and guardian communities, particularly 

among chefs. 

 

Education and gardens 

A large number of people from several countries are working in the areas of education and 

work independently, both using materials provided by Slow Food International and creating 

new ones. The production of a Latin American manual of good educational practices, 

produced by the network with the support of Slow Food International, is currently being 

evaluated.  

 

Presidia 

Work on Presidia is resuming in several countries, including with the support of funded 

projects. Work will be done in 2017 to improve the platform for drafting the socioeconomic 

and environmental assessment questionnaire in Spanish and Portuguese. In Brazil, 

Colombia and Mexico, a great deal of work was done on their development in the last year, 

with nine new Presidia launching in 2016.   

In 2017, work will continue to launch new Presidia across the continent. One of the topics 

of interest is holding seminars and workshops on marketing products (on issues such as 

layout of spaces for marketing, starting purchasing groups, strengthening the Chefs' Alliance, 

and training on the narrative label). 

 

Earth Markets  

Earth Markets were chosen as the main project by the network in Chile (five markets have 

been started in the country). In addition to the Markets protocol and the products protocol, 

a questionnaire was administered for each type of product.  Two studies were carried out to 

examine the possibility of including small-scale farming products in public purchasing and in 
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short marketing chains, which are generating new public policies in Chile. These studies 

could be replicated in other countries. Four new Earth Markets were started in 2016. New 

markets are expected in 2017 across the continent, from Ecuador and Mexico to Paraguay.  

 

Latin America at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto 

Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, 

Uruguay and Venezuela participated with 381 delegates and observers, 61 food communities 

and 29 Presidia.   

 

Chefs from Ecuador, Mexico, Venezuela, Argentina, Peru, Chile, Brazil, Cuba, Uruguay, 

Colombia and Bolivia livened up the Terra Madre Kitchen and one Peruvian chef cooked 

in the Chefs' Alliance Kitchen.  

 

Delegates participated in six Taste Workshops and Cooking Schools, 17 Terra Madre 

forums, three themed areas (indigenous peoples, Slow Fish and honey), and six regional 

meetings (Latin America, Southern Cone regional meeting, Brazil regional meeting, Mexico 

and Central America regional meeting, Caribbean regional meeting, Andes regional 

meeting).  

 

America 2016 – 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 463 412 
Members 13,256 13,730 
Ark Products 1,026 649 
Presidia 49 39 
Earth Markets 15 5 
Gardens 375 364 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) 136 90 
Food communities 796 766 
Network chefs 2,771 2,446 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 8 11 
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ASIA AND OCEANIA 

The countries included in this region are Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, South Korea, Japan, 

Laos, India, Malaysia, Melanesia (including Papua New Guinea), Vanuatu, Fiji, Mongolia, 

Myanmar, Nepal, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, East 

Timor, and Vietnam, plus all those of the "former USSR", but the strategic countries on which 

efforts are primarily focused for the development of Slow Food are China, South Korea, 

Japan, India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia, Russia, Kazakhstan, Georgia, Ukraine and 

Hungary. 

 

China 

In 2016 Slow Food Great China, the national association founded in 2015, struck a deal with 

the New Rural Reconstruction Movement for the formation of a scientific committee that also 

involves other institutions and that worked in particular on the formation and implementation 

of the Ark of Taste project.  

 

Japan 

In Japan, following over a year's work to revive the national association, Slow Food Nippon 

was founded with the aim of relaunching and rekindling Slow Food's presence in the country. 

One of the most significant results of this work was the establishment of 13 new convivia. 

 

South Korea 

The Slow Food Asia Pacific Festival event organized by Slow Food Korea in 2015 was 

politically very important for the development of Slow Food in Asia and Oceania. In the wake 

of this success, in 2016 the focus was on building on the current situation. 

 

India 

In India, alongside the development of several Slow Food projects across the country, work is 

being done to register a legal entity that can be financially self-sufficient. The most important 

news this year in the development of the association in the country is certainly the official 

launch of the Chefs' Alliance project and of Slow Food Presidia. 

 

Australia 

In Australia fresh impetus was given to the Ark of Taste project. In this regard, the dissolution 

of the national committee paved the way for the introduction of a quicker and more dynamic 
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process of nomination, assessment and possible addition to the Ark. One of the distinguishing 

features of the work done in 2016 is the consolidation and development of the Terra Madre 

network. An event, Terra Madre Australia, was also held in Mildura last November.  

 

Indonesia and the Philippines 

The networks in Indonesia and the Philippines are structurally quite similar in terms of 

composition, as they are represented by a balanced relationship between the traditional Terra 

Madre network and the presence of numerous convivia, whose work in the last year was 

characterized by expanding the Ark of Taste project.  

 

Russia 

The number of convivia grew in 2016, while the total number of members fell, owing to 

problems relating to difficulties in keeping to the association model. The Ark collected over 

200 recommendations. Work was done with indigenous communities in the north of the 

country in collaboration with RAIPON, particularly with fishers and salt producers from the 

White Sea and Murmansk. Work was also done on the issue of climate change and to support 

campaigns against land grabbing, in collaboration with Timiryazev University. The Chefs' 

Alliance was also recently created. 

 

Kazakhstan 

There was a notable increase in the number of convivia, fewer members but lots of supporters. 

The number of Ark of Taste products also increased. A very active youth movement was also 

seen. 

 

Georgia 

There was a great deal of activity in 2016 with regard to the Ark, with more recommendations 

and the involvement of young people from other associations linked to agriculture and 

biodiversity. 

 

Hungary 

There are three convivia and in 2016 promising work was begun with the national Ministry of 

Agriculture and with the institutional authorities at regional level. 

 

The priority Slow Food issues and campaigns in this region will be: Slow Fish (especially for 
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Slow Food Korea and Slow Food Nippon, which will organize participation at Slow Fish 2017 

and will start specific local projects); bees (to tackle the falling numbers of bees and the 

extinction of some indigenous species. Slow Food Nippon, for example, will organize a 

conference on bees in collaboration with Tsukuba University); climate change; GMOs; land 

grabbing; and Slow Meat (Slow Food Australia will be engaged in raising awareness on these 

issues and in rolling out these campaigns. With regard to climate change, Indonesia and the 

Philippines will also be involved); indigenous peoples (previous years' work will be carried on 

to strengthen the network of indigenous populations on the continent and to help them claim 

their rights and to promote their activities); food waste (with the organization of events such as 

Disco Soups to raise consumer awareness of a phenomenon that, in Asia, has reached 

unsustainable levels: this continent accounts for 50% of global waste); Slow Cheese (the issue 

has never been addressed in the region before due to the lack of dairy products in Asian 

cuisine, but India is the world's leading producer of cow's milk and buffalo milk and the second 

largest producer of goat's milk and would like to start activities in this area in 2017). In Russian-

speaking countries, it is important to continue with the issues addressed in 2016, in particular 

Slow Meat and climate change. 

 

National and international events 

In relation to the last edition of Terra Madre Salone del Gusto, below are the figures relating 

to the participation of Asia and Oceania at the event. 

Afghanistan, China, South Korea, Japan, India, Malaysia, Mongolia, New Caledonia, Pakistan, 

Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, East Timor and Vietnam participated with 255 delegates from 

13 countries; 17 stalls; eight chefs involved in the Terra Madre Kitchen; three Taste 

Workshops; four regional meetings; 42 speakers at the Terra Madre Forums. 

Forty-six delegates from Australia participated with a national stand and participation at the 

regional meeting, Taste Workshops, conferences (Slow Meat, Indigenous Peoples, Slow Food 

Youth Tank, etc.) and Terra Madre Kitchens. 

Sixteen delegates from Indonesia participated, with three stands, a regional meeting and 

participation in various conference and in the Terra Madre Kitchens; 50 delegates from the 

Philippines participated, with one national stand; two delegates from Papua New Guinea 

participated.  

One hundred and fifty-two delegates from Russian-speaking countries participated, of which 

48 were from countries currently in the EU (Baltic States, Hungary, Czech Republic and 
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Slovakia). Ten tastings, one Taste Workshop and two dinners were organized with the 

participation of four chefs in total.  

 

Asia/Oceania 2016 - 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 128 145 
Members 6,210 6,530 
Ark Products 475 336 
Presidia 17 15 
Earth Markets 2 3 
Gardens 39 131 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) 44 83 
Food communities 532 302 
Network chefs 146 135 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 13 8 

 

 

EUROPE 

The countries included in this region are the United Kingdom, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Norway, 

Finland, Malta, Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, France, Slovenia, Luxembourg, the 

Principality of Monaco, Germany, Switzerland, Poland, Austria, Sweden, Denmark and the 

Balkans. The following activities can be reported for 2016: 

 

United Kingdom 

In the United Kingdom, the number of members continues to grow and this has made it 

possible to develop the Slow Food Chefs' Alliance project (the official launch of which is 

scheduled for 2017) and the Ark of Taste, where the Scottish group in particular has done 

excellent work. The event dedicated to celebrating the 100th Ark of Taste product of the 

United Kingdom gave the project more visibility. 

The United Kingdom was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 27 delegates, 13 

observers and two Presidia in the market. One British chef cooked in the Terra Madre 

Kitchen. The working group contacts participated in two Forums dedicated to the Ark and 

Alliance projects.  

 

Austria 

Thanks to the work done by the Vienna Convivium, projects were launched on the issue of 

biodiversity, Presidia and new Slow Food Travel routes, which in 2017 will be added to the 
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one in Carinthia, which marked the international launch of the project (Lungau and 

Burgenland). 

Austria was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 19 delegates and observers, nine 

stands, four Presidia, and one speaker in the Terra Madre Forums. 

 

France 

In 2016, the focus was on the Chefs' Alliance in an attempt to breathe new life into the now 

rather fragmented network. A desire emerged to revive the link with some of the existing 

Presidia and a relationship was established with the Relais & Chateaux network, which was 

interested in developing the Ark project and raising awareness of it among its supporters. In 

2017 it is intended to organize a national network meeting to plan new management of the 

movement.     

France was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 82 delegates, including 35 

observers, one chef involved in the Chefs' Alliance Kitchen, one Presidia stand, four Taste 

Workshops, and five French speakers were involved in the Terra Madre Forums.  

 

Italy 

The commitment of the national association has highlighted in three requirements: ecological, 

solidarity and ethical actions. The ecological action is mainly expressed through the support 

of the national presidia. 

The solidarity action has been directed to supporting the most fragile and weakest situations. 

Fundraising was initiated and completed during the year both in support of populations 

affected by natural disasters (fundraising earthquake emergency center of Italy) and in support 

of migrant populations (fundraising for migrants "Da questa parte del Mare"). The aim of the 

ethical action is to promote respect for legality and rights. In 2016, the project "Nutrire il 

Pianeta" it was launched with the purpose of highlighting the quality and sustainability of school 

meals in 50 Italian and Brazilian schools. 

 

Iceland 

In Iceland, the Reykjavik group has been working for around a year on the launch of the Chefs' 

Alliance project, which is scheduled for 2017. 

Iceland was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by six delegates and 15 observers, 

mainly people attending the event for the first time, and one chef from Reykjavik cooked in 

the Terra Madre Kitchen. 
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Spain 

The youth network established after Terra Madre needs to be strengthened. In 2016 a 

collaboration was established with the Fundación Lonxanet, with which it is working on fishing. 

The Que Red association of small-scale dairy producers is also a partner in Spain. 

Spain was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 68 delegates, including 20 

observers, one chef involved in the Chefs' Alliance Kitchen and in the Terra Madre Kitchen, 

three Presidia stands and one stand of the Araba-Alava Convivium, which presented various 

community, Ark and Presidium products from the area. Six Spanish speakers were involved 

in the Terra Madre Forums.  

 

 

Portugal 

In 2017 work will continue to improve integration and communication between the 

international office and the local network to set out a strategy for the country and to support 

Slow Food Porto in organizing the "Food Futures" congress.    

Portugal was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by eight delegates and three chefs 

involved in the Terra Madre Kitchen.  

 

Poland 

In collaboration with students from the University of Gastronomic Sciences, the Ark of Taste 

project was launched. 

Poland was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 19 delegates, one stand, one 

food community, two speakers at the Terra Madre Forums and one Taste Workshop. 

 

Finland 

Through contact with Finnish institutions (Food From Finland, Visit Finland, University of 

the Arctic) a major Finnish presence at Terra Madre was organized inside the market. In 2017 

the aim is to continue to collaborate with local convivia to develop the Slow Food Travel 

project. 

Finland was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by two delegates and two observers. 

Food from Finland and Visit Finland participated in the event with a 75 m2 space in the market. 

In conjunction with Terra Madre Salone del Gusto an event on Finland (“Sarastus”) was 

organized. 
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Norway 

In Norway a new working group was established, which will work on biodiversity projects (Ark 

of Taste and Presidia), among others. 

Norway was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by eight delegates, three Presidia 

in the market and one young chef from the Hardanger Convivium, who cooked in the Terra 

Madre Kitchen. 

 

Denmark 

The network carried out some initiatives in connection with the Slow Cheese (in Copenhagen) 

and Slow Meat campaigns, while the primary focus was on biodiversity. In 2017 the focus will 

be on the Slow Cheese Copenhagen event and on the creation of a new Presidium for 

Thorupstrand fishing.  

Denmark was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by 15 delegates, one community 

and one speaker in the Terra Madre Forums. 

 

Sweden 

During 2016 work was done with the indigenous Sami population and with the network of 

small-scale artisanal producers of the Eldrimner school, on which the focus is to strengthen 

the country's network. 

Sweden was represented at Terra Madre Salone del Gusto by nine delegates, one stand, two 

Presidia, two communities, one presentation in the Terra Madre Kitchen and one speaker in 

the Terra Madre Forums. 

 

In the near future a great deal of work will be done throughout the region on food waste and 

on other policy campaigns (GMOs, Slow Meat and protection of soil, migrants). 

Other issues on which work will focus are Slow Fish and Slow Cheese, particularly on the 

second round of widespread support at continental level for the European petition supporting 

raw-milk Stichelton. At the request of Joe Schneider, the last producer of raw-milk Stilton 

remaining in the United Kingdom, in 2016 Slow Food launched a petition to ask for the Dop 

system, which requires pasteurization and does not permit the name Stilton to be used by 

those that do not practice pasteurization, to be changed. 6,411 signatures were collected and 

submitted in June to the Stilton Cheese Makers Association, the Minister of State for 

Agriculture and Food (Food Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) of the 
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United Kingdom and the DG Agri of the European Commission. The campaign was carried 

out in close collaboration with Slow Food UK and Joe Schneider himself, via websites, email 

and social media. 

The petition web page, with 10,000 views, was the third most visited page of the international 

Slow Food site in 2016. Thanks to the work of Slow Food, Joe Schneider has been granted a 

meeting with a European Union official and has been contacted by the Consortium. 

 

Balkans 

In the last six years, the growth strategy in the Balkans has been based on a regional approach, 

favoring the global strategy over national strategies. Creating the Terra Madre Balkans network 

proved to be the right choice, as it is able give more weight, credibility and visibility to the Slow 

Food network. Today, Terra Madre Balkans deals with many institutions, including the 

European Commission. In this regard, worthy of note is the recent decision to establish an 

"umbrella" organization, based in Albania, including Slow Food's main partners in the region, 

with the main aim of raising funds and, in the medium-long term, giving the Slow Food 

network an innovative governance system. 

There are three countries driving the movement in the Balkans: Albania, Bulgaria and 

Macedonia. In addition to these there is also Croatia, where the Slow Food network is still 

fragile, but significant relationships are in place with prestigious local partners for activities and 

projects; Serbia, where the network is growing, albeit slowly; and Romania, where Slow Food 

has a presence with over 14 convivia.  

Based on the above information, we can subdivide the Balkan countries and therefore propose 

different types of intervention for the near future: 

 

A. Partially consolidated and 
strategic 

B. Consolidated and strategic D. Unconsolidated but 
potentially strategic 

1. Turkey 
2. Romania 
3. Serbia 

 

1. Albania 
2. Bulgaria 
3. Croatia 
4. Macedonia 

1. Bosnia Herzegovina 
2. Kosovo 
3. Greece 

 

For group A countries: 

Work was done to promote the convivia that work best in these three countries, without losing 

sight of a national vision, namely Slow Food Cluj (RO) and Slow Food Iasi (RO), Slow Food 

Velika Plana (RS), and Slow Food Gledic (RS). There are plans for a new edition of Terra 
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Madre Serbia, to be held in summer 2017, also with the invaluable support of local partners, 

such as: DDOR insurance, Mikser House and the Italian Embassy.  

In view of the unstable political climate in Turkey, work continued to manage the existing 

situation, with two important exceptions: (a) a preparatory study phase is under way to look 

into the possibility of opening a legal entity in Turkey to promote autonomous management 

in the country; (b) there are excellent collaboration opportunities to create a Presidium to 

support olive oil produced in the "Indigenous Countries" of Western Anatolia. 

 

For group B countries: 

This category includes all those countries that are sufficiently consolidated to have a strong 

network or a solid contact partner. Together with VIS Albania, the Association of Slow Food 

Convivia in Bulgaria, KinoOkus (Croatia) and Slow Food Bitola are completing the creation 

of the Slow Food Balkans Foundation. Activities relating to these countries will have the main 

aim looking for the resources required for consolidating the network in the respective 

countries and at regional level, including by means of participating in tender procedures of the 

European Commission and international foundations and organizations.  

The work of Slow Food Macedonia should also be mentioned, both with regard to the creation 

and consolidation of the local network, and with regard to the process of structuring the Slow 

Food Bitola office. 

 

For group C countries: 

This category includes all those countries where it is important to support and monitor local 

activities, possibly identifying new partners and people to help give a boost to activities. In 

particular, planning in the aforementioned countries can be summarized as follows: 

Bosnia – looking into the possibility of implementing Slow Food Travel in the border area 

between Dubrovnik and Trebinje, assisting with coordination between the Potkozarje 

(northern Repubblica Srpska) and Trebinje (southern Republika Srpska) convivia and 

completing the process of opening one or two new Presidia (Dubica corn and Popovo Polje 

maize).  

Greece – looking into the possibility of implementing Slow Food Travel in the Cyclades. 

Kosovo – there is a need to identify a project partner for future initiatives, visit communities 

and identify a new Presidium. 
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Europe 2016 - 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 779 776 
Members 78,541 77,640 
Ark Products 2,003 1,540 
Presidia 405 379 
Earth Markets 43 41 
Gardens 644 610 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) 59 78 
Food communities 969 830 
Network chefs 659 568 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 60 60 

 

MIDDLE EAST 

The constant political uncertainty throughout the region does not help the efforts of Slow 

Food, which nonetheless sees this geographical area as playing a key role with regard to 

protecting biodiversity. In practical terms, this geographical area can be divided into four sub-

areas: 

 - the first includes the countries that are the least wealthy but at the same time have the richest 

biodiversity of the "little Middle East", including: Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and the Palestinian 

Territories; 

 - the second includes the Gulf States: Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab 

Emirates, Oman and Yemen; 

 - the third sub-area is the state of Israel; 

 - the fourth sub-area is Iran which, due to its geographical location, history and culture, should 

be considered an Asian country rather than a Middle Eastern one.  

Below is a description of the main activities that defined 2016 and the strategies planned for 

the near future: 

 

Lebanon  

Since 2009 a convivium, also registered as a legal entity, has been active in Lebanon and runs 

the Beirut Earth Market. In recent years, Lebanon has seen many more members and 

activities thanks to the work of local leaders. The convivium has worked on the Ark project 

(15 products registered) - a project that has a great deal of potential in Lebanon - and 

promotional videos have also been made for two products (shankleesh and darfiyeh).  

Barbara Massaad has also published the book Soup for Syria to raise funds for Syrian refugees 

from the Beqaa Valley, which has had considerable success.  
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Carlo Petrini's recent visit in November further motivated the network, which for 2017 intends 

to develop the Slow Food Chefs' Alliance project.  

 

Palestinian Territories  

Since 2010 two convivia have been active in Nablus and Ramallah. The first is centered on the 

Bait al Karama Center, a women's association that promotes the food culture of Nablus 

through tourism and catering. The second is the establishment of a small but very interesting 

organization called Shakara, which promotes activities to support Palestinian food sovereignty. 

In addition to these two organizations, the collaboration with YDA, the Youth Development 

Association, which promotes vocational education among young people in Palestine, should 

also be mentioned.  

The network has mentioned that it wants to work on two Presidia, one for sumac and one for 

black tahini, and on candidature for Slow Food Travel. 

The Recipe Hunters will be guests of the Palestinian network to video and photograph local 

cuisine and the Presidia candidates. 

In the Jordan Valley work continues on date production.  

 

Israel  

An Earth Market is active in Tel Aviv. Work has been ongoing since 2008 on the launch of 

Terra Madre Jerusalem, which should happen at the end of June and involve the Chefs for 

Peace group (Israelis and Palestinians), which also wants to launch the Alliance.  

 

Iran  

With the end of sanctions on Iran, the country is opening up to the world. In the last two years, 

two Slow Food convivia have been founded and another is currently under development.  

 

An initial fact-finding visit is planned in January 2017 to meet Slow Food Mashhad, take part 

in the first Slow Food conference in Iran and to visit stakeholders potentially involved in Slow 

Food Travel Semnan.  

 

Syria  

There is no network in place in the region, except in the Kurdish region of Rojava, where the 

Kobane convivium has been formed through the gardens project.  
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At a macro level, the Middle East, together with the pre-Sahel belt of North Africa, is one of 

the areas that has suffered more from climate change and gradual desertification. In addition 

to this, there is extremely high dependence on imports. There are complaints all over the 

network that it is impossible to find seeds that are not imported hybrids. The main issue for 

most of the countries in the region is food sovereignty. Almost all the countries largely depend 

on importing a large proportion of foodstuffs.  

 

Middle East 2016 - 2015 2016 2015 
Convivia 13 14 
Members 420 382 
Ark Products 17 12 
Presidia 2 2 
Earth Markets 1 2 
Gardens - - 
Training (meetings, seminars, etc.) - - 
Food communities 23 23 
Network chefs 9 9 
Slow Food Youth Network Groups 3 3 

 

5.2 The Indigenous Network 

Indigenous peoples are the most important custodians of the planet's biodiversity. Through 

their local food systems, they play a fundamental role in the global challenges of combating 

climate change and poverty, and that is why the movement's indigenous network has a strategic 

role. 

Since the Jokkmokk meeting held in 2011, the work of the indigenous network has focused 

on the following issues: traditional models of the food system and indigenous knowledge, the 

right to land and management of common goods, preservation of biodiversity and seeds, 

climate change and resilient systems, water, sacred land and spirituality, identity, self-esteem 

and migration. Working through food with a holistic, community-based and reciprocal 

approach can enable this network to develop projects in the field of education, indigenous 

social entrepreneurship, food festivals, strengthening advocacy and political representation.  

Today the Indigenous Terra Madre network is represented by almost 400 food communities 

and over 40 Presidia in 86 countries.  

One of the key moments of the international meeting in 2016 took place during the last edition 

of Terra Madre Salone del Gusto, during which 255 delegates representing the indigenous 

network livened up the thematic area dedicated to them with conferences, workshops and art 
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and music shows. In addition, 30 delegates participated, as speakers, in the various Forums 

and cooked in the Terra Madre Kitchen. 

With regard to local activities, in 2016 10 Presidia linked to indigenous communities were 

launched (four in Mexico, one in Colombia, one in South Africa, three in Indonesia, one in 

Canada, three in Uganda and one in Tanzania) and a number of products, always with a strong 

indigenous dimension, were recommended for the Ark. 

In 2016, the formation of the Slow Food Turtle Island Association, at the initiative of the 

North American network, was an innovative approach to involving indigenous peoples, also 

with regard to the relationship with Slow Food. The experience was presented during Terra 

Madre and was positively received by the participants. 

 

 

5.3 Communication 

The main communication tools are: 

- the websites: of Slow Food (www.slowfood.com), the Slow Food Foundation for 

Biodiversity (www.fondazioneslowfood.it), the Terra Madre Foundation 

(www.terramadre.org) and minisites (cut-down versions in other languages: French, 

Spanish, Portuguese, German, Russian, etc.) 

- Social media: Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

- the newsletter 

- the Almanac 

 

Websites  

In 2016, the communications office conducted a systematic analysis of website traffic with the 

aim of recording and interpreting a range of data, such as the number of hits, form of access 

(where users arrive from), user types (age, nationality, etc.), and the most visited sections and 

pages. 

The aim is to define a set of parameters to interpret the interest and behavior of the public 

with regard to content promoted by Slow Food. 

 

www.slowfood.com 

The content is linked to Slow Food projects (Ark of Taste, Presidia, Chefs' Alliance, Earth 

Markets, etc.), priority countries identified from the various geographical areas, and priority 

issues (biodiversity, agroecology, climate change, GMOs and seeds, soil, Slow Cheese, Slow 
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Fish, Slow Meat, Indigenous Terra Madre, migration, land grabbing, food and health, TTIP, 

CETA, Pac, bees and honey, food waste). 

 

In 2016 major work was carried out on the structure of the website www.slowfood.com, which 

primarily involved transferring the dedicated Slow Meat campaign site under the umbrella of 

the site www.slowfood.com (for English) and under the umbrella of the site www.slowfood.it 

(for Italian). 

In 2016, 110 articles were published on the site www.slowfood.com and 571,685 users were 

recorded, 564,000 were new users, and there were 736,000 sessions overall. A slight decline 

emerged in comparison with the previous year, due also to the simultaneous development of 

the dedicated Terra Madre Salone del Gusto site.  

The most interesting item of data concerns the average age of users, who are primarily in the 

age band of 25 to 34 years. The public is predominantly Italian and American.  

 

Minisites 

Minisites are a "light" adaptation of the official www.slowfood.com site, which reproduce the 

graphics and some content.  

The international communications office directly deals with the following languages: French, 

Spanish, German, Portuguese and Russian. In 2016, a total of 375 articles were published on 

the minisites.  

 

www.terramadre.org 

During the year, important work was carried out to produce a common document to define 

the nature and objectives of the food community. The document was published on the Terra 

Madre site. 

 

As regards the general structure of the site, after the major graphic and content update of the 

site www.terramadre.org in 2015, in 2016 we concentrated on updating the partner section and 

the transparent administration section, to focus the bulk of the work on revision and editing 

of texts on the various food communities (around 600) ahead of the Terra Madre Salone del 

Gusto event.  
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A handbook was drawn up on writing reports, so as to give contacts the tools they need to 

work in a standardized manner and to include in reports the most interesting information – 

about the product, the community, the region, etc. 

 

Social media  

Slow Food International is active on three different social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram, although Facebook is the most important and generates the most traffic.  

 

FACEBOOK 

End of December 2014: 112,967 likes 

End of December 2015: 147,000 likes 

End of December 2016: 174,000 likes 

 

TWITTER 

2015 – 30,000 followers (+10,000 in one year) 

2016 – 36,000 followers (+6,000 in one year) 

 

INSTAGRAM 

July 2016 – 5,100 followers 

November 2016 – 10,600 followers 

 

The revitalization of the Instagram account was functional for the collaboration with Cortona 

on the Move and the launch of the #arkoftaste campaign, which was made official in July. The 

idea was to collect Ark product recommendations with recommendations via social media. 

Subsequently – from August and then September, particularly over the days of the Terra 

Madre Salone del Gusto event – more posts were published on the Terra Madre Salone del 

Gusto event. Finally, in October and November, activity concentrated on the fund-raising 

campaign. Activity relating to the campaign was based on spreading the main hashtags 

#lovetheearth and #defendthefuture.  

 

Newsletter 

The ultimate aim of the newsletter is to communicate the value of Slow Food and its projects 

to members and supporters. The number of issues varies, but overall around five newsletters 

are published per year. 
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The newsletter is translated into seven languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish, German, 

Portuguese, Russian and Japanese – with the latter being edited directly online. 

During 2016, the newsletter was completely overhauled, in terms of how content is organized 

and layout. The home page is now clearer, clean and easy to use. 

These aesthetic improvements partly determined the percentage of openings and clicks, which 

were higher than previous editions.  

The second new feature concerns the involvement of various correspondents on the ground.   

 

Almanac 

The 2016 Almanac focused on the central theme of Terra Madre Salone del Gusto, "Loving 

the Earth" and all that that means: being a farmer, growing a garden and being a coproducer. 

It was published in six languages: French, English, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and German, 

while the electronic edition is available to everyone on the www.slowfood.com site and was 

sent to all contacts by email and via the newsletter. 

Through the various articles that describe examples of activities conducted in the different 

geographic areas, every year the Almanac seeks to give an account of the many people of the 

Slow Food movement and of the many projects that characterize it, and shows how the Slow 

Food and Terra Madre networks are often able to provide concrete answers to problems and 

to the contradictions of the current food system.  

 

 

Activity Plan Communication  2016 2015 

Websites 

www.slowfood.com website 78,000 78,000 

www.slowfood.com minisites 16,000 - 

www.slowfood.com/slowfish 16,000 17,627 

www.fondazioneslowfood.it – www.slowfoodfoundation.org 82,000 50,000 

Social Networks 

Slow Food International Facebook page 174,000 147,000 

Slow Food International Twitter 36,000 31,000 

Slow Food International Instagram 10,900 - 
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6. DETAILS RELATING TO STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS  

Equity Position 

RECLASSIFIED BALANCE SHEET (€) 12.31.2016 12.31.2015 

NET WORKING CAPITAL 671,054 1,222,363 

Net tangible fixed assets 9,886 19,197 
Net tangible fixed assets 26,201 36,647 
Equity investments and non-current receivables 16,635 32,635 
Provisions (645,962) (626,998) 
Deferred tax assets / (Liabilities) 0 0 

NET INVESTED CAPITAL 77,814 683,844 

NET EQUITY 451,162 448,534 

(Cash and cash equivalents) (626,741) (185,535) 
Financial payables  253,393 420,845 
NET FINANCIAL PAYABLES /(RECEIVABLES ) (373,348) 235,310 

FUNDING SOURCES 77,814 683,844 
 

At the end of 2016, Slow Food’s capital structure was characterized by a high degree of 

elasticity (equal to 98% of the invested capital) which was however in line with the type of 

activity carried out by the association.  

Compared to the previous year, we can see a significant decrease in the net working capital, a 

result of the reduction in receivables from others (- €425,702) due to collections which took 

place in the second half of the year, as will be described in more detail in the financial analysis. 

Therefore, the net financial position appears decidedly better compared to 12/31/2015, 

though it is necessary to highlight that the delayed collection of the elements of revenue 

classified as “unrestricted,” in other words the contributions from some of the national 

branches and the contribution from the Terra Madre Foundation, obliges Slow Food, with the 

aim of honoring its commitments towards its stakeholders, to carefully evaluate the 

programming of outgoing cash flows.  

In terms of liabilities, the structure shows a level of capitalization appropriate to the degree of 

risk.  

In conclusion, it is possible to affirm that the capital and financial soundness of Slow Food 

depends on the correlation between the net working capital and the net financial position, and 

in particular on the capacity to collect receivables within more reasonable timeframes. 

  

 

 



37 
 

Economic Situation 

INCOME 
2016 2015 

 (€)  (%)  (€) % 

Slow Food World 1,562,802 52% 1,747,398 46% 
Income from projects 1,161,401 38% 1,917,725 51% 
Other income 308,170 10% 103,520 3% 

TOTAL INCOME 3,032,373 100% 3,768,643 100% 
        

COSTS 
2016 2015 

 (€) %  (€) % 

Institutional activities 950,925 31% 1,520,047 40% 

Local collaborators 126,261   248,483   
Missions and training 59,692   109,353   
Events 314,014   462,668   
Consultancies 59,010   44,014   
Contributions to projects 377,508   626,626   
Other 14,440   28,903   

Communication 103,263 3% 156,417 4% 

Missions and training 152   1,270   
Annual report/social report 31,501   44,506   
Campaigns 22,088   27,920   
Newsletters 7,890   8,870   
Photos and videos 1,500   10,663  
Translations/consultancies 20,955  25,165   
Press Office 16,489   19,149   
Other communication material 2,688   18,874   

Fundraising 53,745 2% 47,609 1% 
Missions and training 10,139   11,858   
Consultancies 43,606   32,842   

    Other 0   2,909   

Management  116,911 4% 89,754 2% 
Executive Committee - costs 9,243  25,641   
International Council - costs 26,018  33,118   

    Travel and hospitality 29,258  30,421   
Other   52,392   574   

Staff 1,251,220 41% 1,303,937 35% 
Structure and operations 472,584 16% 468,495 12% 

General services 67,619   95,620   
    Real estate 74,437   88,470   
    Administration 78,144   55,992  

HR 66,048   74,651  

IT 156,713   119,559  

Banking services 29,623   34,203  
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Allocations to provisions 4,000 0% 90,000 2% 
Write-downs 16,000 1% 16,000 0% 

    Depreciation 24,525 1% 26,184 1% 
       

Income tax 36,572 1% 38,728 1% 
TOTAL COSTS 3,029,745 100% 3,757,171 100% 
     

SURPLUS / DEFICIT  2,628  11,472 
11,47

2 
 

The revenue in Slow Food’s income statement can be classified based on its provenance. 

Three different categories have been identified: 

1) Slow Food World: This includes the contributions from the national associations, the 

contribution of the Terra Madre Foundation and the revenue generated from the rest of the 

world in those countries where there are local organizations but no national associations at this 

time. 

 

Slow Food World 2016 2015 Delta 

Terra Madre Foundation 650,000 700,000 -50,000 
Slow Food Italy 320,000 320,000 0 
Rest of the world 187,802 190,398 -2,596 
Slow Food USA 150,000 150,000 0 
Slow Food Germany 145,000 145,000 0 
Slow Food Switzerland 45,000 50,000 -5,000 
Slow Food Netherlands 40,000 40,000 0 
Slow Food Japan 0 15,000 -15,000 
Slow Food Nippon 15,000 0 + 15,000 
Slow Food Korea 10,000 37,000 -27,000 
Slow Food Great China 0 100,000 -100,000 

Total 1,562,802 1,747,398 -184,596 

 

2) Income from projects: This category includes the contributions linked to funded projects.  

Income from projects 2016 2015 Delta 

Operating Grants 115,000 460,000 -345,000 
EU-Lactimed 0 59,810 -59,810 
EU-Essedra 288,654 196,741  +91,913 
EU-Table for Nine Billion 52,054 36,580 +15,474 
EU-Sa.Sol.no 58,581 115,071 - 56,490 
IFAD 67,665 235,879 - 168,214 
Compagnia di San Paolo 50,000 100,000 - 50,000 
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Lighthouse Foundation 42,000 42,000 0 
TCF Foundation 65,673 200,938 -135,265 
Ford Foundation Colombia/Chile 149,239 182,479 -33,240 
Ford Foundation Mexico 92,234 25,208 +67,026 
Corporacion Rimisp 0 95,262 -95,262 
FAO 30,434 28,792 +1,642 
W.K. Kellog Foundation 78,205 0 +78,205 
Other projects 71,662 138,967 -67,305 
Total 1,161,401 1,917,727 -756,326 

 

3) Other income: Covers the income that does not fall into the two previous categories.  

In the past few years the management has undertaken to try to differentiate the sources of 

income, extending fundraising activity outside the European continent, so as to reduce the 

risks associated with a lack of diversification of income sources.  

 

In regards to costs, those at a management level have been classified based on destination. 

Therefore six different categories associated with the same number of management areas have 

been identified, specifically:  

1) Institutional activities: Covers the costs linked to the international development of Slow 

Food projects, for example those relating to local collaborators, training and education 

activities, the organization of events and direct contributions to projects in the field. Below is 

a division by geographic area:  

2) Communication: Covers all of the costs linked to the management of the international 

association’s communication office, for example those incurred for the production of 

communication material, for the realization of international campaigns, for the production of 

multimedia material, for the management of the press office and for translations. 

3) Fundraising: This item covers the costs associated with the management of the fundraising 

office, for example travel by dedicated staff for various institutional meetings, consultancies 

and project audits.   

4) Management: The costs incurred for the organization of the meetings of Slow Food’s 

governing bodies are covered by this category.  
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5) Staff: This category includes all costs of personnel. The division of staff based on 

organizational areas is as follows:  

 

OFFICE 

NO. OF 

PEOPLE* 

TOTAL COST 

(euros) 

Latin America 2 60,175 

Asia and East  4 120,153 

Northern Europe and North America 5 131,470 

Communication 3 108,036 

Biodiversity Project Coordination 3 119,457 

Management 1 92,342 

Fundraising and Institutional Projects 11 401,657 

Secretarial 2 60,859 

Administrative Services 2 69,229 

Press Office 2 87,842 

TOTAL 35 1,251,220 

* The figure includes also Co.co.co. contracts.  

  

The table above only shows the employees of Slow Food, and it is necessary to point out that 

to have a global vision one must take into account the employees of the Slow Food Foundation 

for Biodiversity and the Terra Madre Foundation as well given that, as specified in the 

introduction, the three entities work together synergically in order to achieve the movement’s 

strategic objectives.   

6) Structure and operations: Covers all the costs incurred for general services, office rent, 

administration, the HR office, the IT office and costs linked to banking services.  
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Financial Management 

In accordance with Article 2428 no. 6-bis of the Italian Civil Code, it must be noted that Slow 

Food works with exposure to market risks connected to modifications of interest rates and 

therefore, in accordance with the principles of transparency, here follows both the 

management and performance in regards to the association’s finances for 2016. 

The movement of net working capital described above had repercussions in financial terms. 

Indeed, the increase of credit standings, primarily linked to the delayed collection of some 

contributions as noted in the analysis of the balance sheet, had negative repercussions in terms 

of liquidity, partially compensated by the collections made in December, which influenced a 

final positive result of a current account equal to €77,000 (+ €319,000).  

 

 

 

The following projects fall within the restricted management: Essedra, Lactimed, Sa.Sol.No., 

Table for Nine Billion, Grow, Slow Fish Caribe. There are no particularly critical issues given 

that the collection of the advance payments makes it possible to plan the relative outgoings 

without having to rely on banking credit lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

-€ 414.000

€ 77.000

dic-15 gen-16 feb-16 mar-16 apr-16 mag-16 giu-16 lug-16 ago-16 set-16 ott-16 nov-16 dic-16

Net Financial Position towards banks
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7. OTHER INFORMATION 

7.1 Privacy: protection and guarantee measures 

The head of privacy, in accordance with Article 26 of the technical specifications regarding 

minimum security measures contained in Legislative Decree no. 196 of June 30, 2003, and 

entitled “Personal data protection code” reports that the Security Planning Document (SPD) 

was drafted within the statutory time frame. The SPD defines the policies, security standards 

and procedures followed by the organization in regard to personal data processing, based on 

an analysis of the risks affecting data and the distribution of workloads and responsibilities 

regarding the structures used for processing. 

 

7.2 Supervision and control 

The Board of Auditors has the task of overseeing the application of statutory provisions and 

applicable laws in the country, as well as the administrative and accounting activities 

undertaken by the association. The Board of Auditors also issues an opinion on the balance 

sheet and the proposed budget. The auditing firm Deloitte & Touche S.p.A issues an opinion 

regarding the significant aspects in accordance with the preparation criteria as outlined in the 

explanatory notes. The auditing firm is also delegated to audit funded projects (as established 

in the guidelines). 

 

7.3 Workplace safety 

In relation to the work environment and worker safety, the following activities were 

conducted: 

-   Verification of the Update of the Risk Assessment Document (drawn up in December 

2014);  

-   Verification of the existing Work/Information Procedures; 

-   Specific information on risks related to business trips abroad; 

-   Drafting of the TRAVEL SHEET/PLAN for business trips; 

-   Examination of the documents available regarding the maintenance and/or periodic 

verification of the technical systems at the service of the registered office/local unit; 

-    Check of homogeneous groups of workers (tasks) included in the Risk Assessment 

Document; 

-    Performance of training courses for managers; 

-    Performance of the Workers’ training course (General Module); 

-    Performance of the Workers’ training course (Specific Module); 
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-    Performance of the periodic meeting referred to in Article 35 of Legislative Decree 

no. 81/08 as amended; 

-    Application of the health protocol and subsequent activation of its surveillance. 

 

8. OUTLOOK 

The seventh Slow Food international congress will be held in China, in the city of Chengdu, 

from September 29 to October 1, 2017. Every four years, the international congress is the 

crucial moment in the life of the Slow Food movement, in which policy, financial and 

organizational guidelines at international and, consequently, national, regional and local level 

are sanctioned. 

Like any international congress, the congress in Chengdu will be attended by a large number 

of delegates representing the countries in which Slow Food has a presence and the movement's 

most important projects: gardens, Slow Food Presidia and Earth Markets.  There will be 400 

delegates with voting rights, from 90 countries, at Chengdu. 

The choice of China as the location for the seventh international congress is highly symbolic, 

as Slow Food is taking its first steps in China and it is still a young association compared with 

other countries in which it has a more established presence. However, since the formation of 

Slow Food Great China in 2015 to date, the first important steps have been taken and projects 

such as the Ark of Taste have had a major boost. 

 

The seventh international congress in China will therefore be an occasion to reiterate the 

strong interconnection between food production – and consumption – and climate change, as 

well as to launch the first Slow Food International global campaign focused on climate change. 

 

Conclusions 

As previously highlighted, the past year has laid the foundations for a profound reflection on 

the future of the movement.  

The 2017 will be a year of turning, a year during which, thanks to the International Congress 

will be laid the foundations of a strategy based on the assumption that there is no future if it is 

not respected the earth.  
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Assets - Balance Sheet as per Art. 2424 2016 2015 

   

A) SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, UNPAID 0 0 
Called up  0 0 
Not called up 0 0 
B) FIXED ASSETS  52,722 88,479 
I - Intangible fixed assets 26,201 36,647 
1) Start-up and expansion costs 0 0 
2) Research, development and advertising costs 0 0 

3) Industrial patent and intellectual property rights 388 9,314 
4) Concessions, licenses, trademarks and similar rights  10,392 6,264 
5) Start-up  0 0 
6) Assets under construction and payments on account  0 0 
7) Other fixed assets  15,421 21,069 
II - Tangible fixed assets 9,886 19,197 
1) Land and buildings 0 0 
2) Plants and machinery 0 0 
3) Industrial and commercial equipment 348 870 
4) Other assets 9,538 18,327 
5) Assets under construction and payments on account  0 0 
III - Fixed financial assets 16,635 32,635 
1) Equity investments in: 16,000 32,000 
a) subsidiaries  0 0 
b) associated companies  0 0 
c) parent companies 0 0 
d) other companies 16,000 32,000 
2) Accounts receivable: 635 635 
a) from subsidiaries 0 0 
b) from associated companies 0 0 
c) from parent companies 0 0 
d) from others 635 635 
3) Other securities  0 0 
4) Treasury shares  0 0 
C) CURRENT ASSETS 2,669,102 2,455,699 
I - Inventories 0 0 
1) Raw materials, ancillary and consumable supplies  0 0 
2) Products in progress and semi-finished products  0 0 
3) Work in progress to order  0 0 
4) Finished products and goods  0 0 
5) Payments on account  0 0 
II - Accounts receivable 2,042,361 2,270,164 
1) From convivia/national associations/trade – within 12 
months 861,966 628,306 
2) From subsidiaries 0 0 
3) From associated companies 0 0 
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4) From founders 0 0 
5a) Tax credits  2,696 38,457 
5b) From others within 12 months 1,177,699 1,603,401 
III - Current financial assets 0 0 
1) Equity investments in subsidiaries 0 0 
2) Equity investments in associated companies 0 0 
3) Equity investments in parent companies  0 0 
4) Other equity investments 0 0 
5) Treasury shares  0 0 
6) Other securities  0 0 
IV - Cash and cash equivalents 626,741 185,535 
1) Bank and postal accounts  624,447 183,631 
2) Checks  0 0 
3) Cash in hand and cash equivalents  2,294 1,904 
D) ACCRUED INCOME AND PREPAID EXPENSES  58,621 65,593 
Accrued income  0 0 
Prepaid expenses  58,621 65,593 
TOTAL ASSETS 2,780,445 2,609,771 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



47 
 

Liabilities - Balance Sheet as per Art. 2424 2016 2015 

   
A) NET EQUITY  451,162 448,534 
I – Capital (share capital fund) 25,807 25,807 
II - Unencumbered capital assets 0 0 
III - Restricted capital assets 16,000 32,000 
IV - Legal reserve  262,727 251,255 
V - Reserve for treasury shares held in portfolio  0 0 
VI - Statutory reserves  0 0 
VII - Other reserves  144,000 128,000 
VIII - Profits (losses) carried forward  0 0 
IX - Operating profits (losses)  2,628 11,472 
B) PROVISIONS FOR RISKS AND CHARGES  370,808 370,808 
1) For pension liabilities and similar obligations  0 0 
2) For income tax, including deferred 0 0 
3) Other 370,808 370,808 
C) EMPLOYEE SEVERANCE  
INDEMNITY 275,154 256,190 
D) ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  1,081,355 1,289,484 
1) Bonds 0 0 
2) Convertible bonds 0 0 
3) Payables to shareholders for loans 0 0 
4) Bank payables 253,393 420,845 
5) Payables to other lenders 0 0 
6) Payments on accounts (advances) 0 0 
7) Trade payables 360,647 339,108 
8) Payables represented by debt instruments 0 0 
9) Payables due to subsidiaries 0 0 
10) Payables due to associated companies 0 0 
11) Payables due to parent companies 0 0 
12) Tax liabilities 41,209 81,223 
13) Payables due to social security institutions  39,508 38,374 
14) Other payables 386,598 409,934 
E) ACCRUED LIABILITIES AND DEFERRED 
INCOME 601,966 244,755 
Accrued liabilities  0 0 
Deferred income 601,966 244,755 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,780,445 2,609,771 
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Statement of Operations 2016 2015 

   
A) Value of production 3,030,154 3,749,734 
1) Income from institutional activities 2,672,315 3,510,257 
2) Changes in inventories of work in progress, semi-finished 
goods and finished goods  0 0 
3) Changes in work in progress to order  0 0 
4) Increases to fixed assets for in-house production 0 0 
5) Other revenue and income 357,839 239,477 
B) Cost of production 2,962,726 3,665,310 
6) Consumable materials and goods  24,459 34,229 
7) Institutional services and donations 1,722,414 2,273,903 
a) Donations for institutional projects 433,782 629,376 
b) Institutional services 1,288,632 1,644,527 
8) Leased assets  26,868 42,029 
9) Staff 1,143,904 1,174,176 
a) Salaries and wages  849,304 865,359 
b) Social charges  217,858 235,064 
c) Severance indemnity  64,286 61,359 
d) Pension liabilities and similar obligations  0 0 
e) Other costs  12,456 12,394 
10) Depreciation and write-downs 28,525 26,184 
a) Depreciation of intangible fixed assets 15,214 15,335 
b) Depreciation of tangible fixed assets  9,311 10,849 
c) Other fixed asset write-downs  0 0 
d) Write-downs of receivables included in  
current assets and of cash and cash equivalents 4,000 0 
11) Changes in inventories of raw materials, ancillary and 
consumable materials and goods for resale  0 0 
12) Provision for risks  0 0 
13) Other provisions   90,000 
14) Other operating expenses  16,556 24,789 
Difference between value and cost of production  
(A - B) 67,428 84,424 
C) Financial income and expenses -12,228 -18,224 
15) Income from equity investments  0 0 
16) Other financial income 21 311 
a) non-current receivables  0 0 

b) other non-current securities  0 0 
c) securities held in current assets that do not constitute 
equity investments 0 0 
d) income other than previous  21 311 
17a) Interest and other financial charges  6,609 6,590 
17b) Gains and losses on exchange -5,640 -11,945 
D) Value adjustment of financial assets -16,000 -16,000 
18) Revaluations 0 0 
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a) of equity investments  0 0 
b) of financial fixed assets which are not held equity 
investments  0 0 
c) of non-current securities that do not constitute equity 
investments  0 0 
19) Write-downs -16,000 -16,000 
a) of equity investments  -16,000 -16,000 
b) of financial fixed assets which are not held equity 
investments  0 0 
c) of non-current securities that do not constitute equity 
investments  0 0 
Pre-tax result  
(A - B +- C +- D +- E) 39,200 50,200 

22) Current, deferred and prepaid income taxes 36,572 38,728 
23) Operating profits (losses) 2,628 11,472 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
 
CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The Financial Statement for the year ended December 31, 2016, consisting of the Mission 

Report, Balance Sheet, Income Statement and Supplementary Notes, correspond to the 

results of the regularly maintained accounting records and makes constant reference to the 

preparation principles and the criteria contained in the guidelines and templates for the 

preparation of financial statements for non-profit organizations, as provided by the Italian 

National Council of Chartered Accountants. 

The Balance Sheet and Income Statement are prepared in the form required by articles 2424 

and 2424 Bis of the Italian Civil Code. The supplementary notes have been prepared on the 

basis of Articles 2427 of the Italian Civil Code.  

The amounts shown in the Financial Statement Tables are reported in units of euros, as 

required by Article 2423 of the Italian Civil Code. 

Italian Legislative Decree 139/2015 published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale of September 4, 2015 

supplemented and modified the Italian Civil Code in regards to financial statements. The 

provisions of the legislative decree came into force on January 1, 2016 and are applied to 

financial statements for the fiscal year starting on that date.  

The technical aspects of the new regulations have been regulated by the accounting principles 

issued by the Italian Accounting Standards Board on December 22, 2016.   

In regards to the Slow Food association, modifications were seen in the financial statement to 

the evaluation criteria of the balance sheet items (with effects on the income statement) 

following the adoption of the new accounting principles issued by the Italian Accounting 

Standards Board. These variations are indicated in the comment for the individual items.  

The evaluation of the financial statement items is done prudently and, to the extent 

provided by law, with the consent of the supervisory bodies. The income and costs for the 

year, regardless of the date of collection or payment, and the risks and losses for the year, 

even if known after its closure, were all taken into account. 

Assets destined to be used on a long-term basis are included in fixed assets. For the most 

significant items the evaluation criteria and the accounting principles adopted are shown. 

 

The financial statements were subject to voluntary audit by Deloitte&Touche Spa. 
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EVALUATION CRITERIA 

ASSETS (BALANCE SHEET) 

B) Fixed assets 

I - Intangible fixed assets 

These are given at historical acquisition cost, including ancillary charges and VAT (which due 

to the nature of the association and its activities is non-deductible), reduced by systematically 

applied depreciation. Their recording as assets is justified by the objective long-term utility of 

the effects of such costs and expenses.   

Financial statement items Depreciation rate 

Software (B.I.3) 33.33% 

Concessions, licenses, trademarks and similar rights (B.I.4) 5.55% 

Other intangible fixed assets (B.I.7) 20% 

 

Where provided for by the Italian Civil Code, the cost of intangible long-term fixed assets with 

long-term utility are recorded under fixed assets with the consent of the Board of Auditors and 

are depreciated according to the remaining term. 

In particular, industrial patent and intellectual property rights are depreciated on the basis of 

their estimated useful life, but not longer than that fixed by the license contracts. In regards to 

trademarks, since 2011 the rate of 5.55% has been applied, in line with fiscal regulations, as 

the utility of the asset is considered to be unspecified.  

 
 
II - Tangible fixed assets 

These are stated at acquisition cost, including ancillary expenses and VAT, adjusted by the 

corresponding accumulated depreciation provisions. 

The depreciation rates charged to the income statement have been calculated, establishing 

use, destination and the economic-technical life of the assets, based on the criterion of residual 

use, as follows: 

Balance sheet items Depreciation rate 

Furniture and fittings (B.II.4) 12% 

Electronic equipment (B.II.4) 20% 
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The residual value of tangible fixed assets is depreciated in case of lasting losses of value and 

restored, should the prerequisites for the adjustments, net of applicable depreciation, cease to 

apply. 

 

III - Fixed financial assets 

These include investments/endowment funds in entities acquired for the purpose of long-term 

investments and security deposits. With regard to investments/endowment funds in entities, 

they are recorded on the basis of the difference between the value of the historical cost and 

the write-down allowance, and indeed on the basis of Article 2423 of the Italian Civil Code 

and the principle of prudence recommended therein it was considered appropriate to set aside 

an amount equal to 10% per annum as provision for losses on investments.   

 

C) Current assets 

I - Inventories 

There are no warehouse inventories 

 

II - Accounts receivable 

Receivables are entered at their presumed realization value with recognition, where necessary, 

of a representative write-down provision for bad debt risk. 

Foreign currency receivables are entered on the basis of the exchange rates prevailing at the 

date the relevant transactions were carried out; positive or negative differences arising from the 

valuation of foreign currency at year-end exchange rates are credited and charged, respectively, 

on an accrual basis during the fiscal year. 

 

IV - Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents in banks, postal accounts and cash in hand are stated at their 

nominal value, for their real value on December 31, 2016. 

 

D) Accrued income and prepaid expenses 

These are calculated on an accrual basis and in accordance with the general principle of 

correlation between costs and revenues in the fiscal year. 
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LIABILITIES (BALANCE SHEET) 

A) Net equity 

I- Endowment fund or share capital fund 

The endowment fund or share capital fund is recorded at its nominal value and represents the 

value of the amount transferred during incorporation of the association. 

 

III- Restricted capital assets 

These include the residual value of the investments in the Terra Madre Foundation and the 

Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity equal to €16,000, net of annual allocations made since 

2008. 

 

IV - Legal reserve 

This includes the value of surplus/deficits in the fiscal years prior to 2016. 

 

VII - Other reserves 

These include the value of the reserve, amounting to €144,000, created for the write-down of 

investments in the Terra Madre Foundation and the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity. 

 

IX - Operating profits (losses) 

These include the value of the operating surplus (deficit) realized during the course of 2016. 

 

B) Provisions for risks and charges 

These set aside to cover losses whose existence is certain or probable, but for which it is not 

possible to determine either the actual amount or date of occurrence on the closing date of 

the fiscal year. 

Potential liabilities are recognized in the financial statement and recorded in the provisions 

when considered probable and the related amount can be reasonably estimated. 

 

C) Employee severance indemnity 

Represents the effective debt accrued to employees at year-end in accordance with the law and 

labor contracts in force and is shown net of advances paid. This liability is subject to revaluation 

using ISTAT indices.  
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D) Accounts payable 

Payables are stated at their nominal value, considered representative of their settlement value. 

“Trade payables” in addition to the value of payables for invoices received, include the value 

of invoices to be received for services rendered and orders delivered, not invoiced by 

December 31, 2016. 

“Tax liabilities” include amounts relating to IRAP, calculated on the cost of personnel, and 

IRES, calculated as a flat rate on commercial income, withholding tax on income from 

employment and self-employment, and VAT debt. 

“Payables to pension and social security institutions” include the value of social charges relating 

to employees, to grant-holders and coordinated, continuing collaborators, accrued but not 

paid. 

“Other payables” include the remaining payables, which due to their nature cannot be 

described above, including payables to employees of the association for all liabilities accrued 

to them, in accordance with current legislation and collective employment agreements, 

including the value of accrued holiday pay at fiscal year end, as well as payables due to other 

bodies for different projects realized during 2016. 

 

E) Accrued liabilities and deferred income 

These are calculated on an accrual basis and in accordance with the general principle of 

correlation between costs and revenues in the fiscal year. 

 

F) Taxes 

Slow Food benefits for tax purposes from Italian Legislative Decree 398/91. In particular, 

performing mainly institutional activities, it is a taxable person subject to lump-sum taxes for 

IRES. It is a taxable person subject to IRAP calculated with the remuneration method. 
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INCOME STATEMENT  

Income 

As of December 31, 2016, the income includes revenue from institutional activities or from 

fundraising, revenue of a financial nature and revenue of a commercial nature represented in 

the management areas. In particular the revenue has been divided into: 

- Income from institutional activities 

- Other income and revenue 

By definition the institutional income includes revenue deriving from activities that pursue the 

social purpose, such as activities linked to membership, and the contributions for projects 

received from institutional entities that are restricted to a destination set by the donors, 

calculated according to the state of progress of the funded project.  

Additionally, with the aim of supporting the institutional activities carried out by the association 

and to protect the interests pursued, the regulations make it possible to support them 

financially through purely commercial activities that are not predominant. In this regard, 

reference can be made to Article 3 of the Statute, in which it is specified that the association 

can also manage economic initiatives considered to be useful for its social purpose. These 

economic activities are carried out in an auxiliary and subsidiary way and in any case are aimed 

at the achievement of the institutional objectives.  

The criterion for reporting the revenue reflects the accrual basis principle.  

 

Charges 

The charges include the costs incurred by the association, during the reporting period, for the 

conduct of its operations. These charges are recorded using the accrual basis and represented 

according to their management area. 

 

Extraordinary revenue and charges 

Italian Legislative Decree 139/2015 published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale of September 4, 2015, 

eliminated the section “E) Extraordinary revenue and charges” from financial statements. As 

of 2016, the components that had been allocated to that section have been reclassified into the 

areas relating to costs and revenue of original origin. With the aim of making it easier to 

compare the financial statements, the components included in section E) of the 2015 financial 

statement have been appropriately reclassified.  
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Items expressed in foreign currency 

Assets and liabilities in foreign currencies are recorded at the exchange rate prevailing at the 

end date of the fiscal year. 

For transfers of funds made to the members of the movement (national branches) or local 

collaborators, the exchange rate applied is that in force on the date of actual transfer of funds. 

Income and expenses relating to foreign currency transactions are reported by applying the 

existing exchange rate at the date when the transaction is completed. 

 

 

 

COMMENTS ON THE BALANCE SHEET 

ASSETS (BALANCE SHEET) 

B) Fixed assets - Movements (Art. 2427) 

I - Intangible fixed assets   

The value of intangible fixed assets is €26,201, compared to €36,647 in the previous year. 

The increase in the trademarks category amounting to €4,767 is related to the “Slow Food 

Planet” trademark registration costs. 

 

Description Historica
l cost 

Acquisitio
n 

Divestitur
e 

Depreciatio
n provision 

as of 
12/31/15 

Depreciatio
n 2016 

Depreciatio
n provision 

as of 
12/31/16 

Residua
l value 

Software 64,414 0 0 55,099 8,927 64,026 388 

Concession
s, licenses, 
trademarks 
and similar 

rights 

6,740 4,767 0 476 639 1,115 10,392 

Other  54,403 0 0 33,334 5,648 38,982 15,421 

Total 125,557 4,767 0 88,909 15,214 104,123 26,201 

 

 

II - Tangible fixed assets 

The value of tangible assets is €9,886, compared to €19,197 in the previous year. During the 

year there were no new acquisitions or disposals.  
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Description Historical 
cost 

Acquisition Divestiture 
Depreciation 
provision as 
of 12/31/15 

Depreciation 
2016 

Depreciation 
provision as 
of 12/31/16 

Residual 
value 

Industrial 
and 

commercial 
equipment 

3,480 0 0 2,610 522 3,132 348 

Furniture 
and fittings 

7,158 0 0 5,264 859 6,123 1,035 

Office 
machines 53,634 0 0 37,201 7,930 45,131 8,503 

Total 64,272 0 0 45,075 9,311 54,386 9,886 

 

III - Fixed financial assets 

1) The Equity investments item refers to membership of Slow Food as founder member of 

the Terra Madre Foundation and the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity.  

Description Historica
l cost 

Acquisitio
n 

Divestitur
e 

Depreciatio
n provision 

as of 
12/31/15 

Depreciatio
n 2016 

Depreciatio
n provision 

as of 
12/31/16 

Residua
l value 

Membershi
p in Terra 

Madre 
Foundation 

150,000 0 0 120,000 15,000 135,000 15,000 

Equity 
investment 

in Slow 
Food 

Foundation 
for 

Biodiversity 

10,000 0 0 8,000 1,000 9,000 1,000 

Total 160,000 0 0 128,000 16,000 144,000 16,000 

 

With reference to Article 2423 of the Italian Civil Code and the principle of prudence 

recommended therein, it was considered appropriate to allocate to the provision for losses on 

investments an amount equal to 10% of the value of equity investments; in monetary terms 

10% is equivalent to €16,000.  

During the course of 2016 the Terra Madre Foundation decided to reduce the amount of its 

endowment fund from €950,000 to €300,000. The difference, equal to €650,000, was 

reclassified as a special net equity reserve, specifically destined to cover any future operating 

deficits, and is therefore not available.  
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Given this change, and with the aim of evaluating the value of Slow Food’s investment in the 

Terra Madre Foundation, it should be noted that the residual book value, net of the write-

down in the table above, is €15,000, and is therefore appropriate to the new capital structure 

of the participating entity.  

 

2) The item Receivables from others includes security deposits for the lease of an office in 

Brussels for €635. 

 

C) Current assets 

The total current assets for 2016 amount to €2,669,102, compared to €2,455,699 in 2015.  

The items that make up this section are exclusively receivables and cash and cash equivalents. 

 

II - Accounts receivable 

Accounts receivable amounted to €2,042,361, compared to €2,270,164 in the previous year. 

Details of the items are shown in the following table. 

In compliance with Article 2427, paragraph 6 of the Italian Civil Code, it should be specified 

that the expiry of the receivables detailed below is to be considered only within 12 months. 

 

1) From trade/convivia/national associations– within 12 months 
 

Description 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 

Trade receivables 52,282 34,214 

Receivables from convivia 56,377 52,281 

Receivables from national associations 684,165 943,989 

Bad debt provision -164,518 -168,518 

Total 628,306 861,966 

 

Trade receivables 

Relating to receivables which, although relating to institutional activities, have a commercial 

nature as they are services provided to third parties for the completion of projects.  

 

Receivables from convivia 

This item includes the amount of receivables from convivia, arising from income from 

membership in the local areas.  
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Receivables from national associations 

This item includes receivables held by Slow Food from the various national associations. 

Pursuant to Article 2423 of the Italian Civil Code, these receivables have been ascertained on 

the basis of a written agreement signed by the parties. 

Below are the details of the receivables due from the various national associations. 

 

National association Amount as of 12/31/2015 Amount as of 12/31/2016 

SLOW FOOD USA 283,171 358,172 

SLOW FOOD ITALY 320,000 510,000 

SLOW FOOD UK 20,000 20,000 

SLOW FOOD NETHERLANDS 750 0 

SLOW FOOD KOREA 42,800 42,000 

SLOW FOOD JAPAN 15,000 0 

SLOW FOOD NIPPON 0 11,792 

OTHER RECEIVABLES FROM 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 2,444 2,025 

Total  684,165 943,989 

 

As of 05/31/2017 the amount of total receivables is reduced by €50,000 as a result of the 

amounts collected by Slow Food Italy.   

 

Bad debt provision - Movements 

The provision for bad debts has been increased by €4,000 due to the allocation recorded at 

the end of the fiscal year, following the evaluation of risk of a batch of trade receivables. Further 

concrete risks in the collections are not assumed, except those for which the provision was set 

up during the fiscal years. 

 

4) Tax credits 

At the end of the fiscal year the item was formed of the surpluses from the IRAP and IRES 

accounts with regards to the year’s taxes and the credit from the substitute tax on severance 

indemnity.  
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5) Receivables from others 

The total amount of this item is €1,177,699, compared to €1,603,401 in the previous year. 

The details of the items is shown in the following tables.  

 

Description 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 

Contributions to be received 375,109 210,249 

Terra Madre Foundation 1,200,000 960,413 

Other residual credits 28,292 7,037 

Total 1,603,401 1,177,699 

 

Contributions to be received 

The contributions to be received, for projects carried out or in the process of being carried 

out during the course of the year, are ascertained based on the resolution/deliberation of the 

public entity and/or agreements drawn up and signed between the parties in the case of private 

entities, and with reference to the activities carried out for the realization of the projects. They 

are as follows: 

Subject Italy Europe Rest of the world 

Public entities 0 124,982 6,087 

Other entities 55,000 24,180 0 

Total 55,000 149,162 6,087 
 

 

Terra Madre Foundation 

Receivables due from the Terra Madre Foundation, equal to €960,413, relate to the balance 

from the contribution agreement entered into on 06/25/2015 for €350,000 and for €650,000 

on the total amount of the contribution agreement entered into on 07/28/2016, for a total 

amount of €1,000,000. 

The credit was subsequently reduced by €39,587, as a consequence of the compensation for 

the reimbursement of expenses incurred in previous years in the field of institutional activity 

between the two entities. 

As of 05/31/2016 the receivables are unchanged.  

 

IV - Cash and cash equivalents 

Cash and cash equivalents amounted to €626,741, compared to €185,535 in the previous year. 
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These consist of temporary availability at banks for €624,447, cash on hand of €2,154 and 

€140 for ancillary job permits or vouchers, to be disbursed for any collaborations.  

These cash and cash equivalents are made up of non-binding positions, remunerated at market 

rates. 

 

D) Accrued income and prepaid expenses 

Prepaid expenses amount to €58,621 compared to €65,593 in the previous year.  

They mainly consist, for the most significant individual amounts, of the share for the 2017 

fiscal year relating to contributions agreed for on-going projects, and collaboration agreements 

with subject’s resident abroad. 

Description 12/31/2016 

Contributions 33,275 

Alfonso Salvador Rocha Robles – Presidia in Mexico project 13,500 

Asociacion Civil Comida Lenta - Presidia in Mexico project 12,462 

Hombre Sobre la Tierra - Presidia in Mexico project 3,067 

La Fundacion Pasos - Promotion of Mountain Products project 4,246 

Foreign collaborations on projects 12,187 

Insurance and various services 13,159 

Total 58,621 

 

There were no prepaid expenses during the fiscal year. 

 

 

LIABILITIES (BALANCE SHEET) 

A) Net equity 

Net equity as of 12/31/2016 amounted to €451,162, and is broken down as detailed in the 

following table. 

Description Opening 
balance 

Operating 
surplus/deficit Increases/decreases Other 

movements 
Closing 
balance 

Share capital fund 25,807 0 0 0 25,807 

Non-distributable reserve 32,000 0 -16,000 0 16,000 

Legal reserve 251,255 0 11,472 0 262,727 
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Other reserves 128,000 0 16,000 0 144,000 

Operating surplus/deficit 11,472 2,628 -11,472 0 2,628 

Total 448,534 2,628 0 0 451,162 

 

In accordance with Article 2427, paragraph 7-bis of the Italian Civil Code all information 

pertaining to the individual items constituting net equity are detailed below. 

 

I - Share capital fund 

The share capital fund amounts to €25,807, fully paid, and represents the contribution made 

by the founding members at the time of incorporation of the association. It has not undergone 

any changes.  

III - Non-distributable reserve 

The item consists of €15,000 from the net residual value of the equity investment in the Terra 

Madre Foundation and €1,000 from the net residual value of the equity investment in the Slow 

Food Foundation for Biodiversity. The classification was made based on the principle of 

prudence in accordance with the accounting standards and guidelines issued by the National 

Council of Chartered Accountants for non-profit organizations. 

IV - Legal reserve 

This reserve amounts to €262,727 following the increase equal to the surplus for 2015, of 

€11,472. 

VII - Other reserves 

The item includes €144,00 from the reserve for write-downs on investments in the Terra 

Madre Foundation and the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity.  

 

B) Provisions for risks and charges 

The total amount of this item is equal to €370,808 and has not changed compared to the 

previous year. The item consists of the following funds: 

 

 Environmental disasters emergency provision       €3,304 

 Chile collection provision                                      €7,504 

 Contribution expenses fund                                 €360,000 
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- Environmental disasters emergency fund 

The fund, which dates back to 2008, has been used in previous years to cover the costs of 

projects aimed at supporting the Mexican communities flooded by the Tabasco. It has not 

changed during the year. The amount of €3,304 is still waiting to be used for a specific project 

relating to the fundraising objective.  

- Chile collection fund 

The fund, allocated since 2010, is for the Chilean communities affected by the earthquake, 

and has not changed compared to the previous year. The amount of €7,504 is still waiting to 

be used for a specific project relating to the fundraising objective. 

- Contribution expenses fund 

The fund of €360,000 was necessary to regulate the previous tax position as resolved by the 

Executive Committee of February 2/3, 2013. 

It has not changed during the year. 

 

C) Employee severance indemnity 

The provision amounts to €275,154, compared to €256,190 in the previous year, with a 

difference of €18,964. 

This difference is positively affected by the provision for the year and the revaluation for the fiscal 

period carried out according to the law and the collective employment agreement amounting to 

€47,816 gross of severance pay substitute tax of €658. 

A negative impact comes from the severance pay following the cessation of employment 

relationships of €15,849, and advances requested by employees of €12,345. 

 As of 12/31/2016 there were 33 employees on the employee register.  

 

 

D) Accounts payable 

The total amount of payables amounted to €1,081,355, compared to €1,289,484 in the 

previous year. 

In accordance with Art. 2427, paragraph 6 of the Civil Code, it is additionally attested that the 

expiry of all payables described below is to be considered within 12 months. 

Furthermore, in compliance with the provisions of the aforementioned Italian Civil Code 

article,  it is confirmed that the total amount of payables is not secured by any collateral. 

Details of the changes and the breakdown of the individual items are shown in the following 

table: 
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Description 12/31/2015 Changes 12/31/2016 

Bank payables 420,845 -167,452 253,393 

Trade payables 339,108 21,539 360,647 

Tax liabilities 81,223 -40,014 41,209 

Social security payables 38,374 1,134 39,508 

Other payables 409,934 -23,336 386,598 

Total 1,289,484 -208,129 1,081,355 

 

Other payables 

It was deemed useful to provide the detail of the breakdown of the Other payables item, whose 

total amounted to €386,598: 

 

Description 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 

Payables to convivia 89,147 92,358 

Payables to personnel/collaborators 58,532 67,040 

Payables due to personnel for deferred remuneration 55,762 63,093 

Payables due to the Slow Food Foundation for 
Biodiversity 50,000 0 

Payables due to the Terra Madre Foundation 57,046 0 

Payables due to foreign collaborators 74,375 86,935 

Payables for contributions to be paid 0 65,406 

Various and residual payables 25,072 11,766 

Total 409,934 386,598 

 

 

Payables due to the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity 

The amount payable to the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity, consisting of the 

contribution equal to €50,000 which is paid each year by the Slow Food association in support 

of the Foundation’s projects, as decided by the International Council, had been completely 

paid at the end of the fiscal year.  
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Payables due to the Terra Madre Foundation 

This item was been cancelled at the end of the fiscal year: The residual debt equal to €39,587 

was closed in compensation for the receivables relating to the contribution that the Terra 

Madre Foundation makes annually to the association.  

 

E) Accrued liabilities and deferred income 

Accrued liabilities and deferred income refers to deferred income constituted by the 

postponement to 2017 of income from funded projects and recorded on the basis of work 

progress. The amount of €601,966, relating to collections greater than the actual activities 

carried out and reported, is therefore deferred to the following fiscal year. Below is a 

breakdown of the item: 

Description 12/31/2016 

European Commission – Slow Food Caribe project 202,500 

European Commission – Operating Grant 2017 276,000 

The Ford Foundation – Mexico project 64,547 

Compagnia di San Paolo – Slow Food Travel project 50,000 

W.K. Kellog Foundation – Mexico project 8,919 

Total 601,966 

 

There were no accrued expenses during the fiscal year. 
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INCOME AND CHARGES (Income Statement) 

The tables illustrating the detailed items of the income statement include the composition of 

the items and their changes in 2016 compared to 2015.  

In continued compliance with the provisions of Article 2423 of the Italian Civil Code, both 

revenues and costs have been charged on an accrual basis. 

 

A) INCOME 

1) Income from institutional activities 

The income from institutional activities, equal to €2,672,315 as of 31/12/2016 compared to 

€3,510,257 in the previous year, can be divided, by provenance and destination, into the 

following two types: 

a) Income from association activities €898,417 

b) Contributions for projects €1,773,898 

 

a) Income from association activities 

During 2016 income was recorded amounting to €898,417, compared to €929,833 in 2015. 

The table below provides the breakdown of the item: 

Association activities 12/31/2015 Change 12/31/2016 

Membership income from convivia 77,781 -1,467 76,314 

Directly received membership income 105,052 -7,949 97,103 

Slow Food Italy 320,000 0 320,000 

Slow Food USA 150,000 0 150,000 

Slow Food Germany 140,000 5,000 145,000 

Slow Food Switzerland 45,000 0 45,000 

Slow Food Holland 40,000 0 40,000 

Slow Food Japan 15,000 -15,000 0 

Slow Food Nippon 0 15,000 15,000 

Slow Food Korea 37,000 -27,000 10,000 

Total 929,833 -31,416 898,417 
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During 2016 Slow Food entered into agreements with individual national associations in 

regards to the annual membership contribution. The above table provides the contribution 

amounts paid by the individual national associations to Slow Food. 

 

b) Contributions for projects 

The item consists of contributions received in support of the institutional activities and for the 

realization of projects, and amounts to €1,773,898 compared to €2,580,424 in the previous year. 

Below are the details of the item:  

Type Area Funders € Totals 

Public entities 
Europe European Commission 462,236 

492,669 
Rest of the world FAO 30,433 

  

Other entities 

Italy 

Oxfam Italia 52,054 

781,812 

Terra Madre Foundation 650,000 

Compagnia di San Paolo 50,000 

Mani Tese 13,342 

Donations from individuals 16,416 

Europe 
Lighthouse Foundation 42,000 

109,664 
IFAD 67,664 

Rest of the world 

Ford Foundation 241,472 

389,753 
W.K. Kellog Foundation 78,205 
The Christensen 
Foundation 65,673 

Donations from individuals 4,403 

  

Grand total 1,773,898 

 

5) Other revenue and income 

The item includes income of €357,839 and relates to institutional revenue other than that 

already classified, primarily revenue of a commercial nature relating to services provided on 

projects for €170,984, and the recovery of travel expenses of €15,440. Additionally it should 

be specified that during the course of the year the association provided for the purchase of 

tickets for flights for the participation of delegates from the network in the Terra Madre Salone 
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del Gusto 2016 event, on behalf of the Terra Madre Foundation. The Foundation, as soon as 

it had the funds available, entirely refunded the expenses, as per Article 4 of the agreement 

signed by the two parties on 05/30/16. The amount of the operation was equal to €170,984, 

and in the association’s balance sheet it represents an economic element in both costs, for the 

expenses incurred, and in revenue in regards to this item, for the refund obtained as full 

compensation.  

 

B) CHARGES 

The charges relate to all supplies of any nature and use that are necessary in order to carry out 

the association’s activities. 

The breakdown is provided below: 

Description 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 

Consumable materials and goods  34,229 24,459 

Institutional services and donations 2,273,903 1,722,414 

Leased assets 42,029 26,868 

Staff costs 1,174,176 1,143,904 

Depreciation and write-downs 26,184 28,525 

Other provisions 90,000 0 

Other operating expenses 24,789 16,556 

Total 3,665,310 2,962,726 

 

Below is information and details about the most significant items.  

 

Institutional services and donations 

This item includes all expenses incurred for the acquisition of services necessary for the 

realization of institutional activities. The entire entry is recorded at cost and amounted to 

€1,722,414 compared to €2,273,903 in the previous year, and is broken down as follows: 

a) Donations made to institutional projects €433,782 

b) Charges for institutional services €1,288,632 
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Donations made to institutional projects 

Donations made to projects Italy Europe Rest of the 
world 

Ark of Taste 50,000 0 23,847 

Development of activities in local areas 0 2,500 44,930 

Presidia 
 0 248,194 56,749 

Minor projects 250 5,500 1,812 

Total 50,250 256,194 127,338 

 

Charges for institutional services 

Institutional services 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 

Travel and accommodation 496,700 340,429 

Project/occasional/secondment-based collaborations 147,482 131,715 

Design, printing and set-ups 84,135 79,487 

Consultancies 497,985 332,748 

Shipping expenses 26,196 10,587 

Utilities 25,278 22,877 

Maintenance and cleaning 12,290 12,384 

Banking services 12,717 11,817 

Insurance 25,444 26,663 

IT assistance 10,825 5,324 

Other services 305,475 314,601 

Total 1,644,527 1,288,632 

 

Operating expenses include all those costs that are functional to operations management such as the 

costs of printing, design and shipping. In addition they include all charges related to activities carried 

out for the development and monitoring of institutional activities. These last ones relate to 

reimbursements for travel and flights. 

The charges for collaborations and consultancies relate to contracts signed during the year. 

The assignment was given for the development of collaborations and consultancies related to 

the development and implementation of activities such as the Presidia, the implementation of 

ordinary activities as well as the management, development and reporting of various projects. 
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Structural charges refer to all charges incurred for the management of the operational 

headquarters. 

Charges related to other services refer to general services and mainly to infrastructure charges 

as well as other charges which cannot be reclassified anywhere else and residual charges.  

 

For more information regarding the charges and the destination areas, reference can be made 

to the explanations in the Mission Report.  

 

Charges for leased assets 

This item includes the expenses incurred for the use of property not owned. The total amount 

for the year is €26,868 compared to €42,029 in the previous year and relates to property leases 

and vehicle, equipment and housing rental. 

 

 

D) VALUE ADJUSTMENT OF FINANCIAL ASSETS 

Write-down of equity investments 

The amount of €16,000 refers to the provision for equity investment losses, equal to 10% of 

the share recorded in the financial statements. The provision has been made in compliance 

with the principle of prudence and should be seen as a reduction of non-distributable net 

equity reserve. 

 

INCOME TAXES 

The current tax item amounted to €36,572, payable to IRAP and IRES, calculated at a flat 

rate as provided by the regulations for non-profit organizations. 

 

OTHER INFORMATION 

Staff composition 

 

In accordance with Article 2427, paragraph 15 of the Italian Civil Code, below is the 

information regarding the composition of the staff, divided by category.  

 

CATEGORY 

 

2015 

 

2016 

Executives 0 0 

Managers 2 2 
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Employees 32 31 

Apprentices 0 0 

 

 

Remuneration of administrative and auditing bodies 
Executive Committee – The members of the Executive Committee do not receive 

compensation for carrying out their functions. For participation in meetings of the body, the 

travel and hospitality expenses relating to travelling to and staying at the meeting location are 

covered, and refunds can also be made for costs incurred directly by the administrators.  

International Council – The members of the International Council do not receive 

compensation for carrying out their functions. For participation in meetings of the body, the 

travel and hospitality expenses relating to travelling to and staying at the meeting location are 

covered, and refunds can also be made for costs incurred directly by the councilors. 

Board of Auditors - The members of the Board of Auditors do not receive compensation. 

Auditing company -  The auditing company entrusted with the certification of the legal control 

of the accounts carries out its activities for free.  
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This Financial Statement, consisting of the Mission Report, Balance Sheet, Income Statement 

and Supplementary Notes, represents the assets and liabilities and financial situation as well as 

the economic result for the financial year and corresponds to the results of the accounting 

records.  

 

We therefore invite you to approve the financial statement for the year ending December 31, 

2016, with the following final results:  

 

ASSETS            €2,780,445 

LIABILITIES   €2,777,817 

SURPLUS                €2,628 

 

With reference to the surplus equal to €2,628, we propose to allocate it to the available assets. 

 

President of Slow Food 

Carlo Petrini 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




















