
 
 

Organizational Structure 
 
Slow Food is an international, non-profit, democratic organization, working through its 
volunteer base to advance its social and cultural aims: to defend basic human rights, the 
environment and common goods, and to assert the centrality of food as an essential 
element of fair and sustainable development. Slow Food relies on an extensive network of 
members, friends and supporters across the globe. 
 
The network of 100,000 Slow Food members is divided into local chapters, known as 
convivia. The convivia are the movement’s grassroots organizational structures, working 
to protect their local food culture and promoting and putting into practice Slow Food’s 
philosophy and objectives. Globally there are over 1,500 active convivia who organize 
around 6,000 events annually, meaning one Slow Food event is held almost every hour 
around the world.  
 
In some countries Slow Food has organizational structures at a national level. Some of 
them are older (Italy, Germany, Switzerland, United States, Netherlands, United Kingdom 
and Japan) and some more recent (Brazil, Mexico, China and South Korea). 
 
The Slow Food international headquarters coordinates the various local organizations and 
defines the movement’s development strategies through two bodies, the International 
Council and the Executive Committee. The International Council is elected every four 
years during the International Congress, and guides Slow Food policy. The Executive 
Committee is the operational body that implements the Council’s decisions and has wider 
powers for regular and extraordinary management. The Executive Committee has a 
president, Carlo Petrini; a general secretary, Paolo Di Croce; two vice-presidents, Alice 
Waters (USA) and Edward Mukiibi (Uganda); and members elected by the Congress: 
Richard McCarthy (USA), Ursula Hudson (Germany), Joris Lohman (Netherlands) and 
Roberto Burdese (Italy).  
 
Though it is an international organization, Slow Food is headquartered in Bra, Italy, and is 
therefore subject to Italian law.  
 
Slow Food is the founding member of the following entities:  
 
Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity: Founded in 2003, it supports and funds Slow 
Food's projects to protect the world’s food biodiversity: the Presidia, the Ark of Taste, 
10,000 Gardens in Africa, the Slow Food Chefs’ Alliance and the Earth Markets. 
 
Terra Madre Foundation: Created in 2004, it organizes the biennial gathering of food 
communities in Turin and regional Terra Madre meetings, and works to give continuity to 
the project by networking together everyone involved.  
 
University of Gastronomic Sciences (UNISG): Opened in 2004, it offers undergraduate 
degrees, masters and training courses that aim to bestow academic dignity on food as a   



complex, multidisciplinary phenomenon, through the study of a renewed food culture. The 
university is located in the historic village of Pollenzo, a few kilometers from Bra. Since 
2004, around 1,800 students from over 75 countries have attended the university.  
 


