
 
Slow Europe 

 
Slow Food believes that new European policies should be founded on the values of biodiversity 
protection, sustainability, natural resource conservation and inclusive development.  
Slow Food hopes for the creation of a Common Food Policy on the European level, which should: 

- consider the food system with a holistic approach  
- aim to create a good, clean and fair production, distribution and consumption system 
- be based on the protection of local biodiversity and acknowledge the essential role of 

consumers and small-scale producers   
- insist on these principles during all negotiations and contacts with third countries (e.g. 

TTIP) 
 
Since 2011, the European Commission - DG Environment – has recognized the potential for Slow 
Food’s work and its environmental value at the European level, awarding the association the 
operating grant for environmental NGOs. Since 2013 the European Commission has also 
supported the key role of the association and its partners in safeguarding agricultural biodiversity 
and promoting rural development in the Balkans. 
 
Here are the issues, which Slow Food is working on at a local and institutional level: 
 
Agriculture. Slow Food believes that the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) should change 
its structure and orientation, as it cannot look solely at the aspects and interests of production. The 
CAP has already gone beyond its initial limitations and is engaged in questions related to the 
environment and the food system in general. However, it is still necessary for European policies to 
formalize and structure their sphere of action, reflecting a more holistic vision and policy-making 
processes that are driven by sustainability.  
Slow Food believes that the focus of the CAP should be based on two key elements: sustainable 
small-scale production and young people.  
 
Fisheries. Fishing is a particularly critical issue, given the dwindling state of global fish stocks, 
pollution of the oceans and its impact on the livelihood of millions of small-scale fishing 
communities living in coastal areas. Slow Food stands for a Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
focused on the right balance between fishing activities and the conservation of the seas, so as to 
ensure the development of coastal communities and artisanal fishing. Slow Food believes the CFP 
should provide strong incentives for all sustainable practices and strictly penalize all unsustainable 
practices, adopt a regional approach to allow local community representative bodies to decide the 
best way to manage their resources and fund education and training to promote a sustainable 
attitude to fishing and fish consumption. 
 
Climate Change. One of the root causes of climate change is the food system itself, with 
agriculture and food production, transport and marketing consuming more fossil energy than any 
other industrial sector. The greenhouse effect and pollution are exacerbated by the industrial agri-
food system, with intensive livestock breeding releasing huge quantities of pollutants into the 
atmosphere. The modern agro-industrial food system has devastating consequences on the 
environment, causing soil erosion, the destruction of ecosystems, desertification and inefficient and 
wasteful management of resources like water and energy, as well as a drastic loss of biodiversity. 
The current system is based on overproduction on the one hand, and food waste on the other, as 
well as long production chains, intensive meat production and high levels of meat consumption - all 
factors that worsen negative impacts on the environment. Slow Food believes that one way to fight 



	  
	  

and prevent climate change is to move away from the industrial agrifood system and adopt 
sustainable agricultural practices. 
 
Food Waste. Every year, around 1.3 billion tons of food is wasted. In other words, one third of all 
the food produced doesn’t end up on our plates. Food waste is a global problem from every point 
of view: it concerns all actors of the production chain and sees around 1 billion people go hungry. 
Food waste is a symptom of the distorted and unsustainable food system, which treats food simply 
as goods, completely removing it from its social, cultural and environmental values. The 
association promotes a production, distribution and consumption system that opposes food waste. 
 
Responsible Consumption. In a food system increasingly driven by the logic of the market, the 
belief has made headway that food has got to be cheap, regardless of its intrinsic value. This 
cultural model, in which the only benchmark criterion is price, has triggered the boom of the 
agrifood business, capable of supplying large quantities of cheap food, to the detriment of small 
farmers. Slow Food is committed to reversing the logic of a system in which food value has been 
supplanted by food price by rebuilding the relationship between producer and consumer. 
 
Biodiversity. It is estimated that, in the last century, three quarters of the genetic diversity of 
agricultural crops disappeared. From an environmental, economic, social and cultural point of view, 
these are colossal losses. Slow Food is deeply convinced that traditional agricultural practices can 
play a fundamental role in safeguarding biodiversity and protecting soil fertility, agricultural 
ecosystems and landscapes. For this reason, those who adopt sustainable production systems 
and reject the use of pesticides and GMOs must be supported. Slow Food believes it is necessary 
to simplify European regulations in regard to hygiene and quality to help small-scale producers and 
to safeguard and value their traditional products through local markets and direct sale. These 
quality productions currently risk disappearing due to an exaggerated level of bureaucracy and 
standardized sanitary processes that do not distinguish between industrial and artisanal products. 
 
Animal Welfare. Animals are sentient beings. They should be guaranteed a life devoid of pain and 
anxiety. In many cases, however, animals are not even conceded the minimum conditions of 
welfare. Good living conditions for animals includes exposing them to less stress, which often 
causes diseases and results in the greater use of pharmaceutics. By creating an environment of 
wellbeing, producers can guarantee meat that has better nutritional value and better taste. Slow 
Food does not promote vegetarianism, but proposes a different production system. Choosing to 
consume less but better meat and to prioritize local breeds can make the difference. 
 
Bees and pesticides. Slow Food works to raise awareness of the dramatic decline of bee 
populations, both wild and farmed, and collaborates with many different civil society organizations 
in the European Union, in particular with the European Beekeeping Coordination. Through different 
petitions and other campaign activities, Slow Food are calling on the European institutions to end 
the use of harmful pesticides, in particular those containing fipronil and neonicotinoids. 
 
GMOs. Slow Food has been promoting GMO-free food and feed in its projects since its beginnings. 
Vast monocultures, which normally see GMO cultivation, are causing biodiversity impoverishment 
and forcing small-scale farmers, who are operating in marginal areas, to move from their land; 
leading to the loss of traditional knowledge and varieties. The food sovereignty of communities is 
being further jeopardized by the fact the seed market is largely controlled by multinational 
companies that patent and produce GMO seeds. In countries where GMOs are permitted, labeling 
laws are adopted exclusively for products of human consumption and not for “GMO derived 
products” (meat, milk, eggs, etc.), obtained from GMO animal feed. These insufficient labeling laws 
hinder the freedom of choice of consumers. Through events and actions organized at the local and 
international level, members of Slow Food around the world are committed to raising awareness, 
educating and explaining why it rejects GMOs.  
 



	  
	  

Seeds. Slow Food is calling for a new law on seeds that combines the production and availability 
of high quality seeds with the effective protection of biodiversity. This new law should pay particular 
attention to traditional seeds and their link to land and traditional knowledge, allowing the exchange 
of varieties amongst small-scale producers and between producers and enthusiasts, while 
regulating their sale based on adequate and non-penalizing requisites. The regulation should foster 
the work of those who cultivate diversity and should offer opportunities in support of farmers who 
are guardians of registered varieties, in recognition of the role they play in the conservation and 
production of agricultural biodiversity. 
 
Labels. Slow Food has always underlined the importance of labeling food products clearly. Clear 
labeling allows consumers to make informed decisions and producers to emphasize the specific 
qualities of their product. In order to offer consumers more complete and transparent information, 
Slow Food launched its narrative label project. A narrative label supplements the mandatory label 
by providing additional information regarding varieties and breeds, cultivation and processing 
methods, areas of origin, animal welfare, and advice on storage and use. 
 
Relations with Third Countries and Cooperation on Development. EU policies have a global 
impact and a strong influence on other regions, in particular on the global south. Slow Food uses 
different strategies: promoting awareness among European consumers about the impact of their 
consumer choices on third countries; diffusing sustainable development models in the global south 
based on small-scale and local practices; and asking European decision-makers to improve, or at 
least maintain, European standards for food production and the protection of the environment, as 
well as worker and consumer rights, during all negotiations or interaction with third countries.  
 
TTIP. Food is a pressing issue in the negotiations related to the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership (TTIP), which aims to harmonize European rules with those in the United 
States to facilitate free commerce to generate growth and work. Slow Food retains that in the agro-
alimentary sector only few big industrially producing companies would benefit from this promised 
growth and all this at the expense of the numerous small-scale producers that characterize the 
economic and sociocultural landscape. The harmonization of the norms could further spark a 
discussion on a common approach to food labeling and GMOs. One can thus anticipate an 
unbalanced agreement that favors big export companies in particular, which would further allow 
governments to be sued by corporations before private arbitration boards if their laws or policies 
damage a company’s profits. Slow Food therefore adheres to the campaign STOP TTIP in coalition 
with other civil society organizations from all over Europe.  
 
Soil. Soil is a fundamental natural resource, on which all the planet’s life depends. It underpins the 
delivery of a range of ecosystem services that allow and regulate life on the planet. Soil delivers 
around 99% of global food supplies for human consumption, filters rainwater and returns it to 
circulation clean and potable, regulates the climate and is an essential reserve of both carbon and 
biodiversity. Despite its immense value to humanity, soil is under threat. It takes a thousand years 
to generate a few centimeters of fertile soil. But soil is subject to many processes of degradation—
erosion, contamination, salinization, sealing—many of which are directly or indirectly caused by 
human activities. In particular, the industrialization of agriculture has made a profound contribution 
to the impoverishment of soils. To this day, nothing concrete has been done to address the loss of 
fertility caused by the huge increase in agricultural and animal production, with disastrous 
consequences.  
Slow Food believes that soil deterioration can only be averted through a paradigm shift away from 
the prevailing conventional agricultural models and towards an agriculture based on agroecology, 
biodiversity conservation and a promotion of terroir. This approach involves the integration of 
technological innovations adapted to local contexts.  
 
 



	  
	  

 
Slow Food projects, co-financed by the European Union: 
 
ESSEDRA (Environmentally Sustainable Socio-Economic Development of Rural Areas). The 
ESSEDRA project, funded by the European Commission, was launched in December 2012 to 
promote rural development and small-scale farmers in the Balkans and Turkey by restoring the 
value of traditional dishes, products, species and the preservation of food biodiversity.  The project 
seeks to involve communities in protecting the environment, especially in safeguarding biodiversity 
and supporting endangered food products; to halt climate change; and to secure the sustainable 
well-being of local communities. For further information: http://www.essedra.com/  
 
Table for Nine Billion. Financed by the European Commission, the project started in early 2014 
as part of the “Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development” programme. Its main aim is 
to raise public awareness on development issues. It focuses on enhancing the overall role of 
Europe in reforming the global food system in a way that can ensure the universal right to 
adequate food. The various project components intend to increase the engagement of consumers, 
companies and political decision makers across 12 EU countries in promoting fairer policies and 
sustainable practices to support small-scale producers and ensure food security. The project 
partnership is led by Oxfam Italia. 
 
SA.SOL.NO (Solar Salt Culture in Nouadhibou). In order to produce mullet fish eggs in 
Mauritania (a Slow Food Presidium) - a product that is 100% local - one ingredient was missing: 
salt. This is why Slow Food, in collaboration with the Mauritanian NGO Mauritanie2000 and the 
French association Univers-sel, launched a project that aims to develop an artisanal product chain 
for quality marine salt in Nouadhibou, Mauritania. The project foresees the realization of a salt mine 
that involves 100 producers, mostly women, thereby developing a local generator of income that 
uses a natural resource with due respect for the environment. The technical production and 
transformation process is accompanied by training sessions to improve the skills of the involved 
producers. These educational tools include lessons, as well as tastings and practical work in the 
field. The producers involved in the project participated at Salone del Gusto and Terra Madre 2014 
and Slow Fish 2015. 
 
G.Lo.B (Local Governance for Biodiversity). The project supports three Portuguese speaking 
local authorities (province of Bahia-Brazil, province of Namibe-Angola and province of Maputo-
Mozambique) in the definition and implementation of public policies to protect and give value to 
agro biodiversity, thus working to improve the living conditions of the population and reducing the 
economic and social vulnerability of small-scale producers. The role of the Italian project partners 
(Region of Veneto, Foundation of Venice, COSPE and the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity) 
is to provide support in their respective sector of competence, which may include professional 
training or technical assistance. The Slow Food Foundation will, for instance, identify traditional 
and local products, food communities and Slow Food Presidia in the three areas. 
 
The platform http://www.slowfood.com/sloweurope/en/ is used to inform the public on European 
policies and disseminate the position papers produced by Slow Food. 


